
 

 

Holiday Highlights 

Isles of Scilly 

1-8 October 2022 

Leaders: Simon Eaves and Craig Round 

Guests: Andy Golding, Lesley and Pete Clarke, Babs and John Moore, Liz and Keith Barton, 
Brian Wheeler, Heather Graham 

 
Day 1: A lovely sunrise greets us as we meet up at the ferry on Penzance harbour, with 

Rock Pipit, Sandwich Tern and Shag around the harbour and we are soon  
all aboard and steaming out on the Scillonian, sailing alongside the rugged scenic 
Cornish coastline heading for the Scillies.  

 
The sea is fairly choppy, with a strong force five westerly wind blowing this 
morning, as we head out past Lands End and we are all wrapped up in full 
waterproofs on the open deck at the back of the boat. We sail past a large 
feeding group of Kittiwakes and a small group of Bottlenose Dolphins are seen 
leaping and breaching through the wave troughs off the back of the ship and giving 
some nice, if brief, views of them along with increasing numbers of Gannets. 

 
Mid-way on the crossing and into the open sea, we pass the dramatic Wolf Rock 
Lighthouse being pounded by waves from the large Atlantic swell and we also see 
more and more seabirds, including many Balearic Shearwaters but also at least 
nine Great Shearwaters! The seas calm a little as the rocky coastline of the outer 
islands of St Martin’s and the Eastern Isles of Scilly come into view and we round 
the corner of St Mary’s and glide into the sheltered harbour filled with its colourful 
boats, it’s a welcoming sight and we can’t wait to get ashore to explore.  

 
A small flock of Turnstone fly over the harbour as we disembark and wander 
through the town to collect our picnic lunch. We are a little early to access our 
rooms at the hotel, so we wander to the shelter of Porthcressa Bay on the south 
side of town, to each our lunch in the warm sunshine overlooking the beach, with 
flocks of tame Scilly Sparrows around our feet and a Common Tern seen out in 
the bay. We are back at the hotel before 2pm, with time to settle in to our 
rooms and to await our bags being delivered, so we agree to reconvene in an 
hour to go out for some more birding.  

 
We walk out across the island up to Rocky Hills and we hear and see lots of Song 
Thrush and Robins as we wander, as well as Dunnock and a Kestrel and also hear 
a Chiffchaff. We end up at the sheltered and well wooded Carreg Dhu gardens 
where as well as many more Song Thrush, Blackbirds and Robins we also get 
good views of a Hummingbird Hawkmoth settled on a leaf. There are many 
Goldcrests in the garden and after a patient stake out we manage to get views of 
two Firecrest that are also here, before we make our way back to the hotel.  
 



 

 

Here we enjoy our first lovely meal of the week at the St Marys Hall hotel and 
have a little chat about the plan for the week ahead and look at the map to get 
our bearings of the various islands. 

 
Day 2: The plan today is to spend the day exploring St Marys and after the wet and 

windy weather of last night, this morning the rain has cleared to lovely sunshine 
with a light F3 northerly wind. 

 
We walk out across the island following one of many winding lanes that cross the 
island and pass flocks of Meadow Pipits in the fields as we make our way towards 
Higher Moors, and also get nice views of a perched Stonechat as well as  
a Sparrowhawk that flies over, no doubt hunting the many Pipits around this 
morning. 

 
Near Higher Moors a Sparrowhawk goes over again and we pick out a Whinchat 
that is perched on bushes nearby, as well as seeing at least three Chiffchaffs in the 
trees here, before we make our way along the sheltered trail through the reed 
beds to Porth Hellick Pool. A Cettis Warbler is heard calling here and from the 
hide we get some lovely views through the scopes of a Jack Snipe ‘bobbing’  
on the far edge of the pool, as well as five Common Snipe that are roosting with  
a single Greenshank and back at Higher Moors we also pick out a Common 
Whitethroat, along with a few more Chiffchaff foraging for insects in the trees.  

 
From here we walk out onto the headland at Porth Wreck, where a Wryneck has 
been reported from. Scanning over an area of scrub just above the beach, our 
luck is in as Simon soon picks out the Wryneck which is feeding on ants on a low 
sandy cliff face just above the beach. Through the scopes we get some lovely 
views of this incredible ‘cryptic woodpecker’ and see it getting mobbed at times 
by the local House Sparrows! The Wryneck finally dives back into the cover of  
a bramble bush, so we walk the short distance up to the headland for some lunch 
in the sun looking out to sea. The views are wonderful here and flocks of Meadow 
Pipits go over us, as well as a hunting Kestrel that dashes past the headland. After 
lunch we make a short loop of the headland, seeing several more Stonechats  
as well as more Meadow Pipits. 

 
From the headland we make our way back towards Higher Moors, seeing more 
Chiffchaffs and the Common Whitethroat again, before we make our way 
towards Old Town bay, where we drop in at the cafe here for a welcome drink 
and ice cream!  

 
Our last stop today is over at the allotments at Hugh Town, where a Common 
Rosefinch has been seen. Sadly the Rosefinch fails to show whilst we are there, 
but we do pick out another Common Whitethroat here.  

 



 

 

Day 3: Today we head over to Tresco and it’s a lovely warm and sunny start this 
morning, as we wander down to the quay to catch the boat over to the island  
at 10am. 

 
It’s only a short crossing by boat, some fifteen minutes or so, but as we cross we 
get great views out to the other islands, as well as seeing Grey Seal, Shags, 
Cormorants and some flocks of Turnstones on the small islets we pass. We land 
on Tresco at new Grimsby and as we walk across the island a House Martin goes 
over and we see numerous Goldcrests and Robins.  
 
We make a stop in the hide overlooking the Great Pool, where we find a nice 
selection of wildfowl, including Pochard, Gadwall, Teal, Tufted Duck, Coots, 
Mallards and Mute Swan. There are also a few waders on the far side of the pool 
and we manage to pick out some Redshank, as well as two Dunlin and a few 
Snipe tucked into the reeds. A few Sand Martin hawk over the pool and  
a Wheatear and Grey Wagtail are seen along the shoreline opposite.  

 
From here we decide to make our way around to the other side of the pool, 
where hopefully with the sun behind us views of the birds should be closer and 
better. Scanning back down to the edge of the pool the viewing is much better 
from here and we get some fantastic views through the scopes of four juvenile 
Curlew Sandpipers that have dropped in onto the pool to feed alongside the 
Dunlin. Also whilst watching the waders we pick out a Whinchat perched on  
a fencepost nearby and also a Water Rail feeding on the far side of the pool.  

 
Walking on through the extensive woodland we head towards the famous Abbey 
Gardens and as well as the conifer trees being alive with countless Goldcrests 
calling all around, we also get nice views of two Red Squirrels dashing through the 
canopy of the trees, before we arrive at the gardens. We have our lunch in the 
warm sun outside the gardens overlooking the Heliport, with the short cropped 
grass nearby alive with flocks of migrant Meadow Pipits and Pied Wagtails.  

 
After lunch the group splits, with some folk deciding to have a look around the 
Abbey Gardens and seeing Golden Pheasant and flocks of tame Sparrows and 
Song Thrush, whilst the rest of the group head back to the Great Pool. From 
another hide here we get nice views of a fly by Little Egret, as well as seven 
Greenshank calling and in flight in front of the hide, as well as hearing the 
‘sharming’ call of a Water Rail.  

 
Walking back to re-join the rest of the group we get fantastic close views of the 
four Curlew Sandpipers feeding with Dunlin at the edge of the Abbey Pool,  
as well as three Black-tailed Godwits, before we all meet up to catch the boat 
back the quay at Carn Near.  
 
Arriving back onto St Marys, we have another look at the Hugh Town allotments 
for the elusive Rosefinch, though sadly the Rosefinch is you guessed it ‘still elusive’! 



 

 

Day 4: It’s cloudy, mild and breezy this morning, as we make our way down to the 
quayside on St Marys, for our short boat crossing over to St Martins. 

 
A Mediterranean Gull flies over as we cross on the boat and passing the Eastern 
Isles the sun starts to come out as we arrive into Higher Town Quay on St 
Martins. Once ashore, we walk a short distance up the road to Higher Town to 
overlook a small weedy field where a Little Bunting has been found. After a short 
while patiently staking out the field the Little Bunting is picked out moving 
amongst the furrows at the back of the field and we all eventually get views of this 
rare eastern Bunting. Also whilst here, there are small flocks of Linnets and 
Meadow Pipits feeding in the same field along with several Song Thrush. 

 
From here we wander on across to the sheltered Northern side of the island, 
passing through small drystone walled fields and seeing a large flock of Goldfinches 
and Linnets, before dropping down to the shore. Here we have some lunch in the 
sun, right above the sea and overlooking the lovely Great Bay and sandy beach 
below. It really is a lovely tranquil spot and whilst enjoying the views and our lunch 
here a Grey Seal surfaces out in the bay and a Whimbrel flies past, whilst offshore 
Gannets fly by and Rock pipits call from the shore below.   

 
Walking back towards Higher Town, some folk decide to try for more views  
of the Little Bunting, whilst the rest of the group head back down to the Quay, 
with a little time for some beach combing along the lovely beach here. 

 
Whilst waiting for the boat back to St Marys a drake Long-tailed Duck is spotted 
out in the bay, so after boarding the boat the skipper sails out and does a loop 
around the bay to get us all closer views of this lovely seaduck, resplendent with 
its long tail! The crossing back to St Marys proves to be a little damp, no wonder 
the boat is called the ‘Golden Spray”, but we are soon landing back into St Marys 
where we wander back to the Hotel to get dried off!  

 
After drying off at the hotel some of the group walk out onto the headland at 
Peninnis for a seawatch and although Gannets are passing and a single Great Skua 
is seen, it proves quiet for any Large Shearwaters. 

 
Day 5: Overnight heavy rain sweeps in and continues into the morning, with a strong F5 

westerly wind blowing. But with the bad weather forecast to clear later on there’s 
time to do some sightseeing this morning in Hugh Town for a few hours, before 
we all meet up at 11am to head out birding hopefully as it brightens up. 

 
With the improving weather we head over to the scenic Old Town church and 
see a Hummingbird Hawkmoth buzzing around as we walk. Walking through the 
churchyard three Swallows hawk around the tree tops out of the strong wind and 
a Whimbrel flies in across Old Town Bay. We walk the sheltered path above the 
shore and around to the headland at Carn Leah , seeing several smart migrant first 
year Blackbirds with their all dark bills and find lots of Rock Pipits feeding on the 



 

 

weedy shore here, as well as some close Turnstones. Offshore there are lots  
Shearwater species passing by, but frustratingly they are a very long way out and 
even through the scope are difficult to I.D. 
 
Two Grey Seals are just offshore as we have some lunch overlooking the bay and 
a Greenshank is picked out roosting with Oystercatchers on some nearby rocks.  

 
From Old Town we walk to Lower Moors and walk the trail to the hide 
overlooking the pools. From here we get some lovely close views of two Grey 
Wagtails that are chasing each other and also glimpse a Kingfisher that flies 
through. Walking on along the sheltered trail, several Chiffchaffs are singing and 
we also see Goldcrests, as well as both Comma and Peacock butterflies in  
a sheltered sunny glade amongst the trees.  

 
Continuing on we make our way back up to Carreg Dhu Gardens, where  
we again see plenty of Goldcrests in the more sheltered bits of the gardens and 
on our way out manage to get good views of at least one Firecrest which is flitting 
around in the trees near the entrance.  

 
Our next stop is for a welcome hot drink outside at the nearby Longstones Cafe, 
before we make our way back to the hotel, with some of the group taking  
a detour via the Standing Stones field, in an attempt to see a reported  
Yellow-browed Warbler here, which sadly remains elusive.   

 
Day 6: Today it’s lovely, sunny and warm as we walk down to catch our boat the ‘Golden 

Spray’ over to St Agnes. 
 

After we land on the island a Greenshank flies over calling and an interesting 
plover sp which sounds very interesting goes over, as we make our way around 
the NW coast of the island, seeing lots of Curlew and Oystercatcher around the 
bay at Porth Killer. A Linnet gives very confiding and close views feeding on the 
track as we make our way up to the Big Pool, where we pick out a Common 
Snipe, as well as a female Teal and Moorhen and there are small flocks of migrant 
Meadow Pipits in the fields. Small numbers of Goldcrest and Song Thrush are  
in the high hedges surrounding the bulb fields and we get nice views of a Clouded 
Yellow butterfly near Porth Close, as well as a Peregrine that is seen briefly in the 
distance.  

 
The views are lovely looking over the beach at Periglis, with views out to the 
impressive Bishops Rock lighthouse offshore and there are also good numbers  
of waders roosting on the rocks, including Ringed Plover, Dunlin, and Turnstone.  

 
Walking up past the At Agnes Lighthouse we arrive at the Parsonage, where  
we spend some time looking into the gardens and woodland here. A Spotted 
Flycatcher is seen fly catching from the tops of the trees and a Painted Lady 
butterfly is in the garden. Lots of people are already staking out the garden in the 



 

 

hope of seeing a Greenish Warbler that has been reported from here, but there  
is no sign of the warbler for us, so we walk a short distance back to the 
Lighthouse to take some lunch in the sun here.  

 
After lunch we get the news that the Greenish Warbler has been seen again,  
so make our way back down to the garden, where this time our luck is in as we 
get some good views of this rare eastern vagrant as it searches for insects 
amongst the branches of a fig tree. 

 
Moving on again, we wander across onto Wingletang Down and out towards the 
headland at Horse Point, seeing two Wheatears as well as several Stonechats and 
small flocks of Meadow Pipits. Turnstones and Rock Pipits are feeding along the 
shore at Beady Pool. We have some time to have a sea watch out from the 
headland, seeing quite a few Gannets passing by and also enjoy the lovely scenery 
looking out to sea. With time getting on we make our way back along the coast 
with great views out to sea, via St Warna’s cove for a welcome drink in the sun  
at The Coastguards Cafe before making our way back to the quay to catch our 
boat back.  

 
Day 7: It’s a fine and sunny start today as we make our way down to the harbour again, 

this time to catch a boat back over to Tresco for the day. After the short crossing 
over to the island we land at Carn Near and follow the lovely coast path along 
the west side of the island towards Abbey Farm. The views are stunning looking 
across the Tresco Channel to the island of Bryher and as we walk we pick out  
a small flock of Mediterranean Gulls on a small island out in the channel, as well  
as a Grey Plover amongst some Oystercatchers, three Little Egrets along the 
shore and numerous Meadow pipits, Stonechats and a single Wheatear.   

 
We spend some time up at the Racket Town woods, where lots of people are 
already here waiting to see if the Swainson’s Thrush that was reported from here 
earlier today will show, but after a thrush no show we make our way back down 
to the shelter of New Grimsby harbour for some lunch on the shore in the sun, 
seeing a Little Egret along the beach whilst here.  

 
After lunch we get news that the Swainson’s Thrush has been seen again, so some 
of the group head back up to the woods to try and see the thrush whilst others 
opt for a short walk along the coast from here up to Cromwells Castle.  

 
Back up at the Racket Town woods the Swainson’s Thrush finally shows again and 
this time we manage to get some brief views of this rare American vagrant, as it 
flits around in the Pine trees above us, before the rain starts to roll in, so we walk 
back to the harbour to meet the boat back to St Marys. 

 
On the crossing back to St Marys a Little Egret flies over as well as several 
Mediterranean Gulls, before we land back on the island and head back to the 
hotel for a short while to grab a hot drink.   



 

 

 
After meeting up again, we walk to the Dump Club allotments to have a look for 
a Common Rosefinch that has been reported from here. We sadly don’t manage 
to find the Rosefinch, but do see a Blackcap in the allotments, as well as several 
Chiffchaffs and Goldcrests and on the walk back to the hotel we stop by the 
Lifeboat station where we get some nice views of a Cattle Egret roosting in a field 
with some cows some distance away.  

 
Day 8: Today is lovely, sunny and warm for our last day on the islands and this morning 

we split into two groups, with some folk heading for Peninnis Head and others 
taking a walk out around the Garrison.  

 
Out on Peninnis the group get some great views of Wryneck, that perches several 
times on a dry stone wall out on the headland, before walking via Old Town  
to the hide at Lower Moors, where they get more views of the Jack Snipe 
roosting here. Walking on via the Lower Moors trail more Chiffchaffs are seen and 
a Yellow-browed Warbler is seen well in the gardens at Carreg Dhu. In the 
Allotments at Hugh Town a Blackcap and Common Whitethroat are seen, though 
sadly the pesky Common Rosefinch as ever remains elusive!  

 
On the walk out around the Garrison the views are simply stunning looking out 
across St Marys Sound to Gugh and St Agnes and we see numerous Rock Pipits, 
Blackbirds, Song Thrush, Goldcrest and Stonechats, before we make a stop for 
some lunch down by the shore in the sun and see a Whimbrel that flies past us.  

 
After lunch we continue on around the coast, before cutting up towards Star 
Castle and get some great views of a stunning Merlin that soars right overhead, 
before heading out across the channel towards St Agnes. 

 
After all meeting back up at the harbour, all too soon we are back on board the 
Scillonian for our crossing to Penzance. It’s a lovely calm day for our crossing back 
to the mainland and we again see a good selection of seabirds, including Gannets, 
Razorbills and three Puffins, as well as more Balearic Shearwaters with several 
Sooty Shearwaters near the Wolf Rock Lighthouse. As we approach Lands End  
a superb dark morph Arctic Skua is picked out as it towers up to chase a flock  
of Kittiwakes and a small group of Common Dolphins come in to the back of the 
boat, a nice ending to a wonderful trip to the Scillies! 

 
Bird of the Trip: Wryneck, Merlin, Yellow-browed Warbler, Great Shearwater, 
Cattle Egret, Scilly Sparrows. 

Place of the Trip: Tresco Abbey Gardens, St Agnes, Tresco, The Garrison St 
Marys, Wine Cove St Martins, Scillies! 

Magic Moment: Seeing Wryneck and House Sparrow, The Garrison views, 
Relaxing on St Agnes, Long-tailed Duck, Porthcressa paddle, Boat to St Martins. 

  



 

 

BIRDS 
Mute Swan 
Mallard 
Gadwall 
Teal 
Pochard 
Tufted Duck 
Long Tailed Duck 
Pheasant 
Golden Pheasant 
Manx Shearwater 
Balearic Shearwater 
Great Shearwater 
Sooty Shearwater 
Cory’s Shearwater 
Gannet 
Cormorant 
Shag 
Little Egret 
Cattle Egret 
Grey Heron 
Sparrowhawk 
Kestrel 
Merlin 
Peregrine 
Water Rail 
Moorhen 
Coot 
Oystercatcher 
Ringed Plover 
Golden Plover 
Grey Plover 
Sanderling 
Turnstone 
Dunlin 
Curlew Sandpiper 
Redshank 
Greenshank 
Black-tailed Godwit 
Curlew 
Whimbrel 
Snipe 
Jack Snipe 
Great Skua 
Arctic Skua 
Black-headed Gull 

 
Mediterranean Gull 
Herring Gull 
Great Black-backed Gull 
Lesser Black-backed Gull 
Kittiwake 
Sandwich Tern 
Common Tern 
Guillemot 
Razorbill 
Puffin 
Feral Pigeon 
Wood Pigeon 
Collared Dove 
Kingfisher  
Wryneck 
Skylark 
Sand Martin 
Swallow 
House Martin 
Rock Pipit 
Meadow Pipit 
White/Pied Wagtail 
Grey Wagtail 
Dunnock 
Robin 
Wheatear 
Whinchat 
Stonechat 
Song Thrush 
Swainsons Thrush 
Blackbird 
Blackcap 
Common Whitethroat 
Greenish Warbler 
Chiffchaff 
Cetti’s Warbler 
Yellow-browed Warbler Goldcrest 
Firecrest Wren 
Pied Flycatcher  
Spotted Flycatcher 
Great Tit  
Blue Tit 
Carrion Crow Starling 
House Sparrow 
Chaffinch 



 

 

Linnet Goldfinch 
Greenfinch Little Bunting 
 
 
MAMMALS 
Grey Seal 
Common Dolphin 
Bottlenose Dolphin 
Harbour Porpoise 
Red Squirrel 
Rabbit 
Brown Rat  
 
 
BUTTERFLIES 
Speckled Wood 
Large White 
Peacock  
Red Admiral 
Painted lady 
Clouded Yellow 
Small Copper 
Comma 
Small Tortoiseshell 
Holly Blue 
Common Blue 
 
 
MOTHS 
Hummingbird Hawkmoth  
 
 
DRAGONFLIES 
Migrant Hawker 
Common Darter  
 
 
OTHER 
Devils Coach Horse 


