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Day 1:Day 1:Day 1:Day 1:    Getting ThereGetting ThereGetting ThereGetting There    

We meet up at Heathrow’s Terminal 2 for the start of our big African adventure.  
We’ve an evening flight to Johnannesburg to negotiate before onwards travel 
tomorrow to Durban on the KwaZulu Natal coast.  For some guests it’s 
introductions; for others its re-aquainting as we’ve all travelled together in some 
form before. 

 
Day 2:Day 2:Day 2:Day 2:    HumpbaHumpbaHumpbaHumpbacks and Hipposcks and Hipposcks and Hipposcks and Hippos    

After an uneventful and comfortable flight we land in a cool Johannesburg, passing 
through immigration to wait for our connecting flight to Durban.  We first meet 
up with Sarah who has been visiting a friend in Jo’burg before joining us on the 
tour.  Soon after this we meet with our Birding Africa guide Joe Groesel at the 
gate and we are set for our short flight to Durban.  We arrive there in the sun 
and it is nice and warm – we can’t believe that it’s winter here!  We collect our 
hire vans and load up with our luggage and sandwiches before driving north along 
the coastal road.  At a few spots we can see the ocean to our right but for the 
mostpart it is obscured behind rolling hills, and we all comment on how green the 
countryside is.  There are some notables alongside the road: Long-crested Eagles 
and Vervet Monkeys! 

 
We continue through a landscape of sugar cane and eucalyptus plantations before 
getting off the main highway for a late lunch stop at Zinkwazi Beach, right on the 
Indian Ocean.  We park at the small but busy parking lot and we can’t help notice 
there is some splashing at sea.  Wow!  Two Humpback Whales and a group  
of twenty or more Indo-Pacific Bottlenose Dolphins.  We enjoy watching these 
with our sandwiches, then amble along the beach to the far end where we can 
scan a large lagoon.  In trees close to the water are Reed Cornmorants;  
an Osprey flies overhead and a troop of Vervet Monkeys are rummaging around 
in a field.  Walking back we see Cape Wagtail, Three-banded Plover and Black 
Flycatcher.  Some nice species for our lunch break. 

 
Onwards to St Lucia the road goes through increasingly more tracts of eucalyptus 
forest before we exit the main highway and take off down a quieter road to the 
east.  As we get nearer the shore we note signs for ‘Hippos Crossing’!  We are 
surrounded by a vast wetland and as the road crosses a major channel we stop 



and walk out along the bridge and causeway.  A reddish sky is in the west and we 
get a flyby from a large group of Cattle Egrets.  More spectacular is the large flock 
of Little Swifts that are filling the air their chittering calls.  Then Jayne yells out 
‘Hippo!’  A group of about half a dozen are in the muddy water, looking great.  
Hey we are in Africa!  Other species include Vervet Monkey, Caspian Tern, 
Wooly-necked Stork, and African Goshawk.  We check in at the lovely Lodge 
Afrique and then go for our evening meal in St Lucia. 

 
Day 3:Day 3:Day 3:Day 3:    St Lucia WetlandSt Lucia WetlandSt Lucia WetlandSt Lucia Wetland        

We meet at 6.30am for a pre-beakfast excursion and we are only a couple  
of minutes down the road when we see our first Red Duiker and Vervet 
Monkeys.  It’s a short drive further to the Igwalagwala Reserve, adjacent to the St 
Lucia estuary, where there is some of the forest that used to extend along the 
eastern coast but is now sadly restricted to much-prized parcels.  We park and 
explore hoping to see some of the local and near-endemic birds of the area.  Our 
first are two magnificent Trumpeter Hornbills sat out in the open on a dead tree.  
Remarkable birds!  These are followed by Fork-tailed Drongo, Collared Sunbird, 
Ruud’s Apalis, Terrestial Brownbul, Forest Weaver and a White-eared Barbet sat 
out in the open.  Further in the woodland we see Square-tailed Drongos, Olive 
Sunbird and a fantastic irridescent Purple-breasted Sunbird.  However, bird of the 
morning must go to a beautiful Livingstone’s Turaco (Steve gets the prize photo) 
– a vivid green-crested bird with white and red eye make up – just stunning.  
Other stuff includes Sombre Green Bulbul (a clue in the name), Grey Sunbird and 
Thick-billed Weaver. 

 
It’s getting near 9am and we move back towards the car park with thoughts  
of breakfast but things then get really busy: Woodward’s Batis, Red-capped Robin 
Chat, Black-bellied Starling and a darling Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird.  What a start 
before breakfast. 

 
After eating and then getting our bags packed we drive to the estuary getting 
great looks at African Hoopoe feeding on the roadside, followed shortly by a gang 
of delightful Banded Mongooses.  We park at the estuary and immediately notice 
birds in the trees and across the water.  First in the trees are Collared Sunbirds 
and Yellow Weavers.  On sand bars are Greater Flamingos, Black-winged Stilts, 
Curlew Sandpiper and Pink-backed Pelicans. 

 
A little further on we can scan a bigger expanse of mud, reed and water. Joe and 
Max see a Giant Kingfisher go by, then a more obliging Mangrove Kingfisher 
perches in front.  Across the water are our first African Darters and Nile 
Crocodiles, then Sara spots a group of Water Thick-knees next to another 
crocodile and they both seem oblivious to each other.  In the nearby coral tree, 
ablaze with red flowers, is a fantastic Scarlet-chested Sunbird. 

 
On the sand bars are lots of gulls and terns resting so we set the scopes on them, 
there’s a mix of Swift Tern, Caspian Tern and Grey-headed Gulls.  An African 
Spoonbill is on show and small shorebirds are scurrying around, we see Kittlitz and 



Three-banded Plovers with Curlew Sandpipers.  Most unusual is a smart Sooty 
Tern that flies over, then alights with the other terns causing some excitement 
with the local birders – a South African rarity! 
 
We walk along the boardwalk to the beach adding more species: Common Tern, 
Dusky Flycatcher and Green-backed Camaroptera.  Back at the car park the coral 
tree has attracted more sunbirds (Collared and Purple-banded) and Yellow 
Weavers.  An African Fish Eagle and Yellow-billed Stork are soaring around and 
we add Blacksmith’s Lapwing and Striped Skink before sitting down at the café 
with a view for lunch.  The food takes a while to arrive but we continue to see 
birds while waiting: Lesser Flamingos, Pied Kingfisher, and Wire-tailed Swallow.   

 
Driving back to the lodge we see some Crested Guineafowl alongside the road, 
then we pick up the bags and say our goodbyes to the staff at Lodge Afrique.  
After getting some supplies and fuel we head north to Bonamanzi, an hour or so’s 
drive up the coastal N2 road.  Roadside birds include Fiscal Shrike and  
Black-chested Snake Eagle, before we get off the paved road and drive slowly on 
the gravel approach road to the lodge.  After proceeding through the gate we see 
our first close big game on the entrance road, with a small group of Burchell’s  
or Plains Zebra, Impala and Nyala.  A couple of Red Duiker are further along, 
before we arrive at the reception and we check in.  We arrange to meet at 6pm 
at the bar overlooking the lake - it is going to be a long list of birds to kickstart the 
checklist!  After a lovely evening buffet meal we wander a circuitous route back  
to the chalets hoping to see the critters of the night.  We get eye-shine fron 
Crocodiles and Nyala and hear Greater Bushbaby, Firey-necked Nightjars and 
Reed Frogs calling.   

 
Day 4:Day 4:Day 4:Day 4:    Magical MkhuzeMagical MkhuzeMagical MkhuzeMagical Mkhuze    

We leave Bonamanzi early with a packed breakfast and lunch to make the most  
of the spectacular Reserve to the north, Mkhuze.  The drive takes us first along 
the main road then cuts east through scrubby hills and passes through a small 
village where kids are setting off to school dressed in smart school uniforms.  
Several miles further is the Reserve’s western perimeter where we need  
to register and check in at the gate. 

 
Around where we park there seems to be a lot of bird activity, so after getting 
our permits we walk around.  New birds start appearing: a Bearded Scrub Robin 
and Kurrichane Thrush hops across the rough ground; a Green-winged Pytilia on 
the floor; Black-collared Barbet high in a tree.  We walk around enjoying flurries  
of activity from Red-fronted Tinkerbird, White-bellied Sunbird, Grey Penduline Tit, 
Blue Waxbill, Jameson’s Firefinch, Southern Boubou, a pair of Black Cuckooshrikes 
followed by a Chinspot Batis pair in same tree and finally two Lesser Striped Swifts 
perched on a tree top. 
 
We start our drive through the Park, getting looks at Impala (including a few 
hosting a some Red-billed Oxpeckers), Plains Zebra and our first Blue 
Wildebeeste.  Birds include Sabota Lark, African Pipit, Rattling Cisticola and 



Crowned Hornbill.  Breakfast is at the Rhino Takeaway close to the chalets with 
Black Saw-wing and confiding Nyala.  While we are eating, a Vervet Monkey tries 
to drive Darren’s van away - Grand-theft Auto as Sarah points out! 

 
We drive further through the Park adding Bearded Woodpecker and Green 
Wood-hoopoe as well as encounters with Zebra and Impala.  However, when  
we reach KuMahlala things get really interesting.  At the first hide we enter  
a neatly appointed wooden building that overlooks a small pond fringed with 
reeds.  Right below us are huge footprints in the mud from Elephants - we can 
only hope!  Mammals are in view with some Impala, a Red Duiker and a troop  
of Chacma Baboons that spend bouts grooming each other.  In a bare bush small 
birds are perched ready to drop in the pool to drink.  These include Emerald 
Spotted Dove, Yellow-throated Petronia and a Jameson’s Firefinch.  Max finds  
a trio of Crested Guineafowl and Steve points out the Brown-hooded Kingfisher 
that has been calling.  We get a fly-by from an intensely coloured Purple-crested 
Turaco, and a smart Tambourine Dove comes in to drink right below our position 
in the hide. 

 
The drive to the second hide takes us through dense scrub and past the airstrip 
where Crowned Lapwings are on show (with African Pipits).  Along the edge  
we have a flurry of new birds with Fiscal Flycatcher, Common Scimitarbill and  
a delightful gang of White-crowned Helmet-shrikes.  Further on, Sara spots  
a fantastic Spotted Thicknee close to the road. 

 
Our second hide at kuMasinga is a much more elaborate construction than the 
first, with views all round and we can even see the water below.  Terrapins are 
dotted around the murky water and two Woolly-necked Storks on the muddy 
edge.  Nyala and Impala are walking around the banks and coming in to drink.  
Birds are queueing up to visit with Yellow-fronted Canary, Yellow-throated 
Petronia, Red-billed Quelea, Yellow-bellied Greenbul and Red-faced Mousebirds.  
In a nearer bush Grey Waxbill, Red-billed Firefinch and White-winged Widowbird 
work their way down to the water to drink.  Impala, Wildebeeste, Zebra and 
Nyala take it in turns to drink and meanwhile, high in the sky are two soaring 
White-backed Vultures. 

 
The final addition to the drinking mammals list is Chacma Baboon – these come 
down as a family to drink.  Perhaps they can smell our lunches as one gets on the 
roof of the hide!  Joe hears an unusual bird (and Roy gets a great photo) - a male 
Pink-throated Twinspot.  We also see Crested Francolin before a last session in 
hide with duelling Impala bucks and a nice Acaia Pied Barbet.  Reluctantly  
we leave. 

 
We drive on through the Park stopping for a Bateleur Eagle perched on a dead 
tree.  At iNsumo Lake there’s a short boardwalk to a hide where to one side  
is a Little Grebe family.  Behind these is a smart Malachite Kingfisher that perches 
up well giving us great looks in the scope.  Several African Jacanas are on show, 
again in family groups.  A big flock of Common Waxbills are in the reeds nearest 



us and we get our best looks at a Blacksmith’s Lapwing.  Also on show are African 
Darters, Spur-winged Geese, White-faced Whistling Ducks and assorted egrets 
and herons. 

 
A short distance further, from a second vewpoint over the same body of water, 
we get closer looks at wonderful Hippos and good looks at both White-winged 
and Whiskered Terns.  The last view of the water is perhaps the most impressive 
and we can look across at groups of Black-headed Herons and African Spoonbills.  
A huge Goliath Heron flaps across the scene in seemingly slow motion on deep 
wingbeats.  Then, out of nowhere a spectacular Bat Hawk appears.  Looking like  
a big chocolate-and-white falcon, it’s a difficult species to see, and rounds off the 
day at Mkhuze perfectly. 

 
After a long drive back we have our barbecue, or braai, at the corral, or kraal, 
followed by an evening’s entertainment from some Zulu dancers, plus guest 
dancers! 

 
Day 5:Day 5:Day 5:Day 5:    From the Lush Coast to the Dry UplandsFrom the Lush Coast to the Dry UplandsFrom the Lush Coast to the Dry UplandsFrom the Lush Coast to the Dry Uplands    

A pre-breakfast walk is offered so we can fully appreciate the extensive property 
around Bonamanzi.  We take the path that slowly winds up into the dry sand 
forest as we are on a mission.  There are birds along the way with Dark-capped 
Bulbuls the most vocal and seemingly on every tree.  A Cardinal Woodpecker 
shows well and we get familiar with Black-bellied Starlings, Yellow-bellied 
Greenbuls, Yellow-breasted Apalis amongst others.  The path enters rich 
woodland and Joe’s sharp ears detects a unusual denizen of the forest.  He can 
hear the short coarse bursts of drumming from an African Broadbill male as it 
displays for a female.  Remarkbly we bushwack through to an area we can scan 
through the trees and we manage to locate, not just a male, but a female  
in-waiting.  We even get looks of the male displaying as it leaps up from its perch 
and flashes white.  It then pauses for a while, long enough for everyone to see him 
through a telescope – fantastic!  Birds on the way back include Golden-tailed 
Woodpecker, Brown-hooded Kingfisher, and a superb Purple-banded Sunbird that 
is catching the morning sun and showing irridescnt green and purple.  So many 
good things before breakfast. 

 
After breakfast we take the opportunity to walk to the nearby lake and there are 
new birds in store.  Perched on dead trees are smart Wire-tailed Swallows and 
African Pied Wagtails.  In trees overhanging the water is a marked Giant Kingfisher 
and there are more Crocodiles on the bank.  Walking to the right the path goes 
between two pools and we see Water Thick-knees, Green-backed Heron,  
White-faced Whistling Ducks and a perched Pied Kingfisher.  In trees are Yellow 
and Village Weavers and as we get back to the reception area we see  
a wonderful Purple-crested Turaco.  Through the scope it is the most amzing 
spectrum of colours from red eye-liner, green face, black chin and the most 
irridescent purple wings.  A candidate for bird-of-the-trip!  Sadly it is time to leave 
Bonamanzi but we have more treats in store so we pack up and go.  We only 



have passed a mile down the road when we have to stop for some very close 
Giraffes! 

 
At Pongola Reserve we stop at a few places as the road passes through this 
important corridor for wildlife.  There is another Giraffe close to the road, 
followed by two low soaring Maribou Storks (later seen on treetops) and  
a Namaqua Dove.  Lunch is in the town of Pongola, where we eat our burgers, 
chicken sandwiches and salads (all with chips – those Brits!) on the outside deck 
and watch the townfolk go about their businesses, adding Groundscraper Thrush 
to the list. 

 
After lunch we start driving west and the road gets steadily higher, passing small 
villages and towns along the road.  This then climbs steeply up the hills to the 
elevated grasslands with wide open vistas and rugged ridges.  As with some of the 
lowland areas great swathes are now devoted to forestry with eucalyptus and 
Mexican pines but these habitats thankfully disappear after the town of Piet Retief.  
Approaching Wakkerstroom we take off down a track into the grasslands to catch 
up on birds typical of the new habitat.  On fence wires and gates are Cape 
Sparrows and Red-billed Quelea, and close by is our first Red-capped Lark.  
Further along we see our first (of many) Ant-eating Chats, an all dark bird that 
show conspicuous white in the wings when it flies.  In a distant hollow Joe points 
out a Swainson’s Francolin followed by a flapping Long-tailed Widowbird that has 
red flashes in the wing.  Next up is our best look at a Fiscal Shrike on one side  
of the road, then Sara spots some special birds on the other side: three large 
White-bellied Bustards are moving furtively around  - a strikingly marked male 
with two females.  At the end of the track we turn around then pause to scan and 
we strike lucky with close looks at Clapper Lark and a stunning orange-throated 
Cape Longclaw. 

 
We rejoin the main road and drive onwards to Wakkerstroom but can’t help stop 
when we see large animals in the open.  First, on one stony slope is a small group 
of Eland, the largest of the antelopes.  Next up is a big herd of handsome Blesbok 
– chocolate beasts with white facial blazes, stockings and rear ends.  The third 
stop is in fading light when we see a mixed group of Blesbok, Springbok and Black 
Wildebeestes (with swishing white tails).  We finally arrive at dusk at our new 
base, the Wetlands Guesthouse and are shown to our luxurious rooms – we’re 
going to like it here!  The evening meal at the local eatery is a hit with lamb shank 
and apple crumble with custard! 

 
Day 6:Day 6:Day 6:Day 6:    Lucky BirdingLucky BirdingLucky BirdingLucky Birding    

We meet with our local guide, called Lucky, at 7am for a early morning session, 
yet we are slow leaving the hotels grounds as there are new birds on bushes: 
Red-throated Wryneck, Speckled Mousebirds and Bokmakerie all in one bush!  
What a start! 
 
We are soon off exploring the grasslands around Wakkerstroom, driving a gravel 
road that heads south out of town and we watching new birds immediately – Pied 



Starlings and a smart Buff-streaked Chat for starters.  A little further along we can 
see a group of Meerkats standing upright on a distant slope – we can’t help but 
stop and get the scopes on them. Fantastic! 

 
The rolling open landscape is a real stronghold for birds of the semi-arid uplands 
and we are soon into some serious lark identification.  Long-billed and  
Spike-heeled Larks are by the side of the road with Cape Longclaws and 
Springboks are chasing around in fields beyond.  We continue, passing African 
Stonechats, Ant-eating Chats and Fiscal Shrikes that dot the wire fencing along the 
way.  At a raised spot we stop and scan the extensive vista and Lucky finds  
a distant group of Mountain Reedbuck – Blesbok and more Springbok are on 
show too.  Joe finds a long distance Secretary bird, while closer to us is a superb 
Sentinel Rock Thrush pair.  As we drive past another parched grassy field we note 
more Meerkats and this time they are much nearer – they will prove to be  
a feature species of the day. 

 
The road continues passing small, simply built homesteads here and there.  We 
see our first Yellow Mongooses and our first Blue Cranes followed by Southern 
Bald Ibis and some African Spoonbills that look a little incongrous out in the 
grasslands.  Next, Lucky finds some distant Crowned Cranes (as well as more Blue 
Cranes) – more new species for the trip.  Finally the road passes a large pool busy 
with bird, and we list: Yellow-billed Duck, White-backed Duck, Red-knobbed 
Coot, Sacred Ibis and Reed Cormorant.  So a good haul before breakfast. 

 
The birds continue during breakfast as there are feeders positioned outside the 
dining room and from our tables we can see birds going to and fro.  Dark-eyed 
Bulbuls, Village, Southern Masked and Cape Weavers, Cape Starling, Black-collared 
Barbet and endearing Speckled Mousebirds entertain us as we eat breakfast. 

 
Afterwards we set off for another circuit of the grasslands north of Wakkerstrom 
and it’s not long before we are into new species.  We stop near an old stone 
building where a smart male Mountain Wheatear is perched.  On the rocky 
hillside behind is a Rock Hyrax (or Dassie) and a little further on we stop for 
more Meerkats.  Lucky then takes us to a small reserve at Fickland Pan that has 
protected an area of grassland, that provides year-round habitat for some special 
birds.  We pay our fee to the resident caretaker and slowly drive across to the 
middle of a large swathe of short grass.  We park and walk a circuit seeing  
Spike-heeled Larks, African Quailfinch and Common Quail.  Finally we catch up 
with the rare endemic Ruud’s Lark (though it is a tricky bird to see well!).  Lunch  
is nearby over-looking the water and we add lots more species; White-breasted 
Cormorants, Cape Shelduck, Cape Shoveler, Southern Pochard, Black-necked 
Grebe and Maccoa Duck.  Star bird must be a fantastic Marsh Owl (looking like  
a Short-eared Owl) that flaps by us and plunges into the grass. 
 
Completing the circuit we get our best looks at Meerkats, more Yellow 
Mongooses and two soaring Lanner Falcons.  The final stretch has more target 
birds when Lucky finds us a group of Blue Korhaans.  We also see Wattled 



Lapwing and Grey-winged Francolin before heading back towards Wakkerstroom.  
Finally, at the wetland on the edge of town, where the sun is dropping low in the 
sky, we park for our last productive session of a full day.  The wonderful light  
is raking across reedbeds, wintery trees and pools with wildfowl – at a glance  
it feels like birding at home until we examine the fantastic cross-section of birds: 
lots of Yellow-billed Duck with African Snipe, Black Crake, African Rail, Malachite 
Kingfisher, Crowned Cranes, Hammerkop, Common Waxbills.  Star attraction  
is a turn from a Cape Clawless Otter that Lucky spots working the channels of 
water on its evening rounds.  What a  brilliant day! 

 
Day 7:Day 7:Day 7:Day 7:    To KrugerTo KrugerTo KrugerTo Kruger    

An early morning excursion takes us to the area around Zaaihoek Dam, where 
we are hoping for a different selection of birds.  Beneath the dam there is  
a narrow ravine and stony river (the Slang River) and as we arrive the sun is 
starting to catch one of the rocky slopes.  A Rock Hyrax is sunning itself and two 
Buff-streaked Chats are perched up too.  A male hops onto the same rock as the 
Dassie and looks great in he scope.  A Sentinel Rock Trush is perched 
prominently and then Chris finds a target bird.  A large rose-washed woodpecker 
is on a rock – Ground Woodpecker!  A walk to the sunnier slope proves 
productive with Joe pointing out a Cape Grassbird followed by Cape Buntings and 
Drakensberg Prinias.  More Dassies are sunning themselves and this time they are 
so close we can check out their peculiar teeth and feet – funny critters for sure!  
On the drive back we see Jackal Buzzard and Black-shouldered Kite perched  
on posts, so a great early exploration! 

 
After breakfast we pack the vans with our cases for the long day on the road  
to Kruger.  We take the gravel road due north that takes us through the 
grasslands and it’s not long before we spot a fantastic Secretary Bird to the left.  
Behind it is a herd of Blesbok so it’s quite the scene.  We watch it hunting in the 
long grass and it soon catches a rodent.  Further along we stop for groups of Blue 
Cranes – our closest yet.  Next we are forced to stop when a Lanner Falcon 
carrying prey lands in the field by the side of the road – wow!  We still have many 
miles to go so we drive the bumpy track to Amersfort noting larks, widows and 
mongeese. 

 
At Amersfort there’s relief to reach the tarmaced road surface and there’s a brief 
restroom stop before we continue over the vast rolling interior.  We pass largely 
agricultural areas of fields and small towns, followed by a large coal mining area.  
Pools for livestock are dotted around and there are a few roadside species but 
largely we are content to watch the South African countryside pass by.  Lunch  
is on the rest stop on the main N4 that continues to Kruger and Mozambique. 

 
Finally we reach the famous Kruger National Park at the Malelane gate that  
is across the Crocodile River.  We stop on the bridge while Joe pays our fees and 
we are captivated by the scene.  Birds are everywhere we turn at the water’s 
edge and sandbars and low rocks have Nile Crocodiles basking on them.  Impala 
are on the riverbanks and we see our first Bushbucks.  Great, Intermediate and 



Little Egrets stand out, as do the Grey Herons and Water Thick-knees catching 
the last rays of the sun.  A large Saddlebill Stork is new for the list and Half-
collared, Giant and Pied Kingfishers are showing brilliantly in the evening light.   
We really don’t know where to look, then Lyn exclaims ‘there’s an Elephant!’.  
Sure enough, looking along the river a big male tusker is strolling along the bank  
in our direction.  For some it’s their first African Elephant and the elation  
is palpable.  What a place - we are going to like it here! 

 
We pass through the barriers into the Park proper and start the short drive  
to our rest camp at Berg-en-Dal, knowing we only have 45 mins to get there.  
Characterful Red-billed Hornbill, striking Magpie Shrike and darling Dwarf 
Mongeese are our first stops.   

 
Two African Hawk-eagles are soaring above a rocky hill and when we pause we 
can see that below them, working their way between two peaks, are a number  
of Elephants.  A little further on we see more Elephants strolling and browsing 
through the bare bushes.  Time is pushing on with only fifteen minutes before the 
gate of our rest camp closes but we pause where one car is stopped.  Looking 
through the light scrub we see a sight for sore eyes.  Three White Rhinos, one  
of the most endangered animals on the planet, are going about their business.  
After the many discussions with Joe about the poaching rates that now curse 
Africa it is a very special moment. 

 
We get to the gates of the rest camp just in time and check in to our 
accomodation.  What a memorable first hour we’ve had in Kruger National Park.  
We are all in a state of excitement at what our four days in this special place have 
in store.  After dinner a couple of cabins get some late-night visitors - African 
Civet and Lesser Bushbaby. 

  
Day 8:Day 8:Day 8:Day 8:    Speeding MammalsSpeeding MammalsSpeeding MammalsSpeeding Mammals    

We leave Berg-en-Dal at the earliest opportunity of 6a.m. and make our way into 
the Park.  The first large mammal we see is the incongrous sight of a Hippo 
walking through the dry acacia scrub, a long way away from any water!  We then 
work our way to a known Giraffe carcass and as we get nearer we see  
White-backed and Lappet-faced Vultures sat on trees.  But when we arrive at the 
scene there are other vehicles there and all are telling the same story, the Leopard 
that had been seen on the carcass had disappeared at first light, so we all leave 
disappointed.  We drive on through a hilly section of the Park noting Crested 
Francolin by the road and fantastic Kudus at our first dried up river bed.   
Brown-headed Parrots and a Black-headed Oriole are in nearby trees and we get 
great looks at both but only after some rapid reversing techniques..  

 
A little further on is a delightful scene of a group of Spotted Hyenas at their den 
site.  We are lucky that they are close to the road and not really bothered  
at a couple of vehicles parked.  We watch for twenty minutes or so with young 
pups playing, nuzzling and nursing from mothers and generally enjoying a different 
view of a commonly maligned species.  



Brunch is at Skukuza, where the thatched roof of the main building harbours 
wonderful Wahlberg’s Epauletted Fruit Bats (great name!) – small white patches at 
the base of the ears and tawny-coloured fur makes for some nice looking animals.  
After eating we do a short walk along the river looking for something new.  The 
most obvious birds are the large flocks of Red-billed Queleas wheeling around the 
reeds and a couple of Wood Sandpipers on channels.  Other species include 
Tawny-flanked Prinia, Village Indigobird, Collared Sunbird and White-fronted  
Bee-eater. 

 
Joe gets some information about a spotty cat seen nearby, so we drive to where  
a few cars are peering to the grass and bushes to the right (there’s a huge Martial 
Eagle in trees to the left!)  We start scanning across the grassland but there are 
lots of stumps and bushes and try was we might we can’t find anything at first.   
A second spot gives us another angle, albeit narrow and we can just make out the 
head of a wonderful Cheetah.  It sometimes lifts its head a little higher and peers 
this way and that, but for the mostpart it is obscured and it then slinks off right 
behind dense bushes.  We retire to Toshokwane, where we get some ice-creams 
and admire the many Blue-eared Starling that are shimmering all around us. 

 
After a well-earned break we drive by where the Cheetah was earlier and as we 
approach the area there are more vehicles.  Across the grass a large Cheetah  
is lying on a mound and as we watch through binoculars we notice cubs 
approaching.  We get long distance photos and watch for a while, then just as we 
are thinking of leaving the mother gets off and walks purposefully into the grass 
then puts on a dash of speed.  We move the vehicles to a better position and 
watch the four cubs follow as they take up their seats.  Then the drama unfolds  
as the mother twists this way and that chasing a Steenbok.  Wow!  A final flurry  
of dust and it’s an ex-Steenbok.  Unfortunately in the grass the final denouement 
avoids us (though Roy nearly captures it on the camera) and the Cheetah and kill 
is just out of sight.  

 
We carry on our journey, stopping where a single car is parked and the driver 
informs us that there’s a Leopard in the grass and bushes, but quite where  
is uncertain.  We park and wait and scan.  After a few minutes the most beautiful 
of spotty cats gets up and walks a short distance and then sits close to a bush, the 
head and face clearly visible.  What an animal! 
 
And what an end to the day out on the plains… well almost.  In an effort to get 
to the gates of Satara before sundown we get a little ahead of ourselves… as the 
speed cop says.  Ah well, all in the line of duty and as most of the guests were  
in Namibia where the same thing happened, it was to be expected!  We arrive  
at Satara a little later than expected and go for an early meal in preparation for 
our night drive.  

 
So after dinner we board our safari truck with driver and guide Edward and Joe  
as co-pilot.  They sweep across the plains with lamps and a couple of us do the 
same with lamps at the back, all the while looking for eye-shine.  The first to the 



right belong to Impala, then Joe picks up a Leopard resting behind a tangle  
of branches and dead wood on the floor to our left.  We play the waiting game 
and are rewarded with head views but for the mostpart the cat lies obscured, 
save for a spotty patch visible trough the twigs. 

 
We move on, seeing more Impala, Kudu, Zebra then some Hyena.  They are 
sniffing the air and seem to be onto something.  Edward knows why and leads  
us a few hundred yards on, a Side-striped Jackal is also in the grasses and  
a Hooded Vulture is perched in a treetop.  The reason becomes clear as we are 
pointed to a large Buffalo carcass with two large male Lions in attendance.  They 
are lying in the grass and sleeping off a heavy meal!  We watch and they 
occassionally stretch and roll over but generally laze around.  

 
Moving on we see two Square-tailed Nightjars on the road, giving us excellent 
views.  Joe’s sharp eyes picks up two Flap-necked Chameleons in trees – a 
brighter spot of green in the green leaves!  What an exciting night-drive. 

 
Day 9:Day 9:Day 9:Day 9:    The Rivers of KrugerThe Rivers of KrugerThe Rivers of KrugerThe Rivers of Kruger    

We meet at the vans at 6.30am for a pre-breakfast drive out to the plains in the 
direction of the Mozambique border.  Birds are showing well, with Lilac-breasted 
Roller, Ground Hornbills and Harlequin Quails on the side of the road.  We also 
add Green Pigeon and Burchell’s Coucal to the list.  We get better than average 
looks at Rattling and Zitting Cisticola and we see Fish Eagle and Bateleur perched 
in trees.  Mammals include Waterbuck herds, with our best views to-date  
of proud bucks.  There is a massive herd of Cape Buffalos walking thrugh the bush 
purposefully and Baboons are gathered in a tree overhanging the river, soaking the 
morning sun and grooming each other making ideal models.  On our return route 
we come across two herds of Elephants crossing the road with the second group 
numbering over thirty animals.  

 
After breakfast we wander the grounds before departure to catch up on some 
local birds, including some new species: as well as Cape Sparrows, Long-billed 
Crombec, White-browed Scrub Robin, Grey Tit-flycatcher, Go-away Bird, 
Burchell’s Starlings and Green Wood-hoopoe, we add Grey-headed and  
Orange-breasted Bush-shrike.  

 
We leave Satara heading north across the central plains seeing more close  
Lilac-breasted Rollers, Impala, and a huge Elephant next to the road – an old male 
who has seen some scraps and carrying the scars.  The road takes us across open 
savannah then the scrub gets thicker as we approach the Olifants River.  Here the 
road crosses a long wide bridge and we are permitted to get out of the vans.  
What a delight to set the telescopes up on the bridge and to take in the 
panorama.  The broad river course is marked with sand bars, islands of rock and 
mud and patches of reedy vegetation.  Elephants are working the greener stands, 
Waterbuck are browsing and Hippos are resting and looking like smooth shiny 
rocks.  There is a big group of Cape and White-backed Vultures that also includes 
White-bellied and a Lappet-faced Vulture.  At one point all the vultures take  



to the air and are joined by two Tawny Eagles.  There are some familiar birds with 
Greenshank, Ruff, Wood and Green Sandpiper.  Other wading birds include 
Kittlitz and White-fronted Plovers and a fantastic Goliath Heron.  All the while we 
are watching there is the aroma of amonia from roosting Egyptian Free-tailed Bats 
and we can hear them calling beneath the bridge. 

 
Our late lunch is at the Olifants Camp a short drive away, where there is another 
spectacular view over the river with more Hippos, Crocs and Baboons.  Anne 
finds a special bird – a Klaas’s Cuckoo – an irridescent green and white bird that 
obliges by sitting in a close tree.  From Olifants it is a half-hour drive through 
autumnal mopane forest towards Letaba and we drive along the river before 
checking in.  The scene is a very special with the evening sun colouring the 
mopane woodland a rich rust colour.  A broad river bottom is marked with sand 
bars and islands with narrow ribbon of river, but this is more than enough for 
Hippos, Crocodiles and big groups of Waterbuck, Impala and Baboons.  Birds 
include White-fronted Bee-eater, Fish Eagle, Blacksmith’s Lapwing, Green-backed 
Heron.  We check in to our accomodation at Letaba camp and even have time  
to wander to the river for a second look – what a spot. 

 
The cabins are nice and comfortable and come complete with wildlife!  Keith and 
Sheila have a Free-tailed Bat for company, but Steve and Lyn go one better with  
a Bush Squirrel that tests their ingenuiety at designing traps! 

 
Day 10:Day 10:Day 10:Day 10:    A Sunday Morning Lion and an Evening with BushbabiesA Sunday Morning Lion and an Evening with BushbabiesA Sunday Morning Lion and an Evening with BushbabiesA Sunday Morning Lion and an Evening with Bushbabies    

We meet at 6am for our exploration north from Letaba taking the road that hugs 
the river noting both Fish and Martial Eagles as we pass slowly by.  The road then 
crosses the Letaba River via a bridge where we are held up by a troop of 
Baboons – they are actually on the bridge and make great photo models.  A short 
distance on, at Malopenyana, there is a wind turbine that pumps water into two 
shallow troughs that act as magnets for wildlife – worth checking out.  As we 
approach there are four majestic African Lions sat there!  We manoevre the vans, 
so we can watch at close quarters three males and a female catching the early 
morning sun and looking wonderful.  With their full manes the males look 
magnificent – the female is more sleek but as muscular.  As they sit there, a big 
group of Blue Wildebeeste approach the second trough, some one hundred yards 
away.  The Lions acknowledge this, then slowly the female decides to investigate 
and paces towards the herd.  There is no panic at first and no charge from the 
lioness but as she gets nearer, testing the group for any weaklings, there comes  
a critical distance when the Wildebeeste decide to run.  What a wonderful event 
to witness.  Birds at the troughs include Chestnut-backed Sparrow-lark, 
Cinnamon-breasted Bunting and assorted doves. 

 
Further north we drive to the Tzendze River hide and as we are driving across the 
ford we stop for a confiding Black Crake family of two yellow-billed adults and 
two black-billed chicks.  Hippos are in the river and at the hide we can get out 
and walk to the cover of an observation blind that overlooks the river, getting 
better looks at Hippos, Blacksmith’s Lapwing and Waterbuck. 



At Mopani there is a cafeteria, where we can get a late breakfast and also admire 
the view from the overlook that takes in the reservoir that has been backed up by 
the Pioneer Dam.  It’s an amazing view and lots to take in, including Impala and 
Waterbuck, a few Hippos and herds of Elephants.  Two young tuskers are 
charging at each other, which is fun to watch and at one point the herd swims 
across a channel of water to get to a finger of land and we get to watch the adults 
escort the very young elephants.  Throughout this, the water’s edge is busy with 
water birds including African Spoonbills, Great Egrets, Striated Heron, African 
Darter, Hamerkop, Giant Kingfisher, Fish Eagle (on a distant nest) and lots of 
Egyptian Geese.  What a place for breakfast! 

 
After eating, we do a short walk around the Mopani camp where there are  
Black-headed Oriole and White-bellied Sunbird feeding on the flowers of an aloe.  
Joe does his best impession of a Pearl-spotted Owl and again it works a treat with 
birds coming to scold: we see Chinspot Batis, Long-billed Crombec, Black-backed 
Puffback, Dark-capped Bulbul and Grey-headed Sparrow.  Walking to the giant 
baobab tree we can just wonder of how old it is and what has passed below its 
limbs - at present there is a Dwarf Gecko on its bark.  We decide to drive back to 
Letaba for ice-creams and an hour-and-a-half relaxation before an evening in the 
bush. 

 
We meet up at 4.30pm for an evening drive and once again it proves to be the 
golden hour.  We get wonderful looks at close Elephants and Giraffes and a big 
group of Cape Buffalos that seem to take an age to cross the road.  We add 
Collared Pratincole to the bird list and get nice looks at Spotted Hyena as we 
near the Letaba gate.  
 
Walking to the restaurant three of us are lucky enough to come across  
a Small-spotted Genet!  After our evening meal we stroll the grounds hoping  
to repeat the genet sighting, or for other creatures of the night and we come  
up trumps – a Thick-tailed Bushbaby climbs up a large limb of a tree and then 
rests in full view and starts grooming itself.  Cute or what?  We even see a close 
second bushbaby nearer the cabins.  What a finish to the today.  

 
Day 11:Day 11:Day 11:Day 11:    Goodbye Kruger, Hello DrakensbergGoodbye Kruger, Hello DrakensbergGoodbye Kruger, Hello DrakensbergGoodbye Kruger, Hello Drakensberg    

We meet at 6am for our last day in Kruger National Park and we head south 
through the mopane forest for the Satara Plains.  We cross the Olifants River and 
can’t resist a look from the bridge and as well as the birds we’ve seen along many 
of the river beds - Goliath Heron, Saddlebill Stork, White-fronted and Kittlitz’s 
Plovers, Giant kingfisher (on the railings) - we also get a new bird - a  
White-crowned Lapwing. 

 
Driving on further, Chris finds two large black-and-white birds of prey on the 
ground – a pair of African Hawk-eagles and one has caught some prey.  Judging  
by the size of its crop it has eaten quite a bit already!  The two birds soon fly off 
to a more distant tree, showing their distinct pied wing markings.  

 



A little further on there are two male Lions in the grass to the right of the road.  
More fine views of two well maned animals.  Other roadside species include 
Ostrich, Magpie Shrikes, Rollers and both Harlequin Quails and Kurrichane 
Buttonquail foraging close-by on the side of the road.  As we near Satara we find 
half-a-dozen Black-winged Kites hunting over the scrub and Dave, Roy and Jane 
see something in the grass….. what exactly remains a mystery. 

 
Brunch is at Satara, fuelling us for the last session west to the Orpen Gate.   
At Muzandzeni we can get out and wander beneath the tall trees that makes up 
an official picnic spot.  There are two delightful residents here and the local drinks 
supplier points them out - two exquisite African Scops Owls at daytime roost for 
all to see through the scopes.  Leaving the car park we are lucky to see a striking 
Crested Barbet close to the track. 

 
Joining the main road we stop at a stand of trees close to the river where a car  
is parked looking in to one of the tallest trees.  There, peering from an old 
Hammerkop nest is a magnificent Verraux’s Eagle Owl!  We can only see its head 
but what a strikingly marked face it has, with a black facial collar and pink eye lids.  
The second adult bird is a couple of trees along and shows the full markings  
as it perches upright in full view. 

 
We see more roadside Giraffes, Elephants, Zebras, Impala, Wildebeeste and close 
Warthogs (two sleeping, two on their knees and foraging) as we drive to Orpen 
Gate (Golden-tailed Woodpecker outside the loos!).  Once outside the Park  
we face the drive to our next base in the northern edge of the Drakensberg 
range.  The views as we approach the mountains are beautiful as the sun starts  
to lower.  We take a pit stop for ice-creams and the air is thick with Alpine and 
Black Swifts, and Rock Martins. 

 
Finally, after an exhausting day on the road we arrive at the very comfortable 
Magoebaskloof Hotel perched on the hill tops.  The rooms are big and well-
furnished for all our needs and there’s a fabulous buffet meal.  To round off 
another great day we even get a fantastic Wood Owl that sits on the very branch 
that Joe has predicted!  A three owl day. 

 
Day 12:Day 12:Day 12:Day 12:    Turacos, Trogons and Cloud Turacos, Trogons and Cloud Turacos, Trogons and Cloud Turacos, Trogons and Cloud ForestForestForestForest    

We meet at 7am for some birding in our new enviroment.  From the hotel the 
full grandeur of the afro-montane forest is laid out below.  Mist and low cloud 
make for a scene several of us are familiar with and we have recollections  
of Ecuadorian or Costa Rican cloud forest.  We drive along a track for 20 mins  
to fully explore, noting one of the local specialites, a Samango (or Blue) Monkey 
on the way.  We park and immediately notice two large birds in the canopy 
above – Knysna Turacos.  Then Joe hears the mournful two notes from a Narina 
Trogon but no amount of coaxing can get it closer.  It is still cool and there are 
boughts of mist still lingering with birds proving difficult to see.  We glimpse Olive 
Thrush, Blue-mantled Crested Flycatcher, Greater Double-collared Sunbird 
(eventually perching up for scope scrutiny) and a Cape Parrot that calls from  



a dead tree.  We see Olive Pigeons as we leave and as Joe can hear lots of birds 
that would be new for us, we vow to try again after breakfast when perhaps the 
sun will coax the birds into the open. 

 
After beakfast we pack the vans, then go for a stroll around the grounds of the 
hotel and we get great looks at some of its furry residents: Banded Mongooses 
are foraging around the lawns in large groups and in the low trees we get fab 
views of Blue or Samango Monkeys nibbling away at green leaves.  There are 
some birds we manage to tease out: Greater Double-collared and Amethyst 
Sunbirds, Bar-throated Apalis, Cape White-eye.  We drive a little further along the 
ridge then take a track into the montane forest hoping for better looks at some  
of the birds that evaded us this morning.  We get scope views of Narina Trogon 
and Knysna Turaco and get looks at Yellow-throated Woodland Warbler,  
Yellow-streaked Bulbul and Blue-mantled Crested Flycatcher. 

 
Onto Polokwane, where we check in early at the delightful Plum Tree Lodge and 
there’s some downtime in the manicured gardens – some new birds too: Karoo 
Thrush and Bronze Mannikins.  Nearby Polokwane Game Reserve is just a short 
drive away, past the new football stadium and we can see this on the skyline when 
inside the Reserve.  With no Lions, Elephants or Buffalo in the sanctuary we are 
allowed to strike out on foot, so we park at a waterhole and walk into bush.   
A Giraffe, loitering around the waterhole wanders off into the acacia then new 
birds appear: Crimson-breasted Shrike and Barred Wren-warbler.  Joe gives his 
best owl hoots and more birds come to investigate: Lesser Honeyguide, Marico 
Flycatcher and host of others.  We walk further with Crested Francolins on the 
roadside and have more fun with owlet toots, this time getting a response from  
a real Pearl-spotted Owlet.  We walk in to find him and there are lots more birds: 
White-browed Weaver Finch, Green-winged Pytilia, Black-faced Waxbill, Blue 
Waxbill, plus a large Eland.  Returning to the vans, we drive around and our first 
large mammals are new Sable Antelope, Red Hartebeeste, and Tsessebe, plus the 
now familiar Impala, Zebra, Blue Wildbeeste, Ostriches and Warthogs.  Returning 
to the hotel we enjoy our best evening meal to date – which pleases our hosts! 

 
Day 13:Day 13:Day 13:Day 13:    To Magical MadikweTo Magical MadikweTo Magical MadikweTo Magical Madikwe    

We have breakfast at 7am and shortly afterwards say our goodbyes to Keith and 
Sheila, who have to miss the last couple of days of the tour – we wish them well. 

 
We pack the vans and leave at 8.45am for the long transfer towards the Botswana 
border at Madikwe, some six hours drive to the west.  The route takes us south 
along the toll road that sweeps through high veld and past some impressive 
buttes.  After a restroom and fuel stop at the delightfully named Bela Bela  
we carry on a less travelled road through the veld, noting many private ame 
reserves along the way.  Roadside species include Black-shouldered Kites, Lizard 
Buzzard, Magpie Shrikes, Ostrich and a fantastic breeding herd of Sable Antelope.  
Joe believes them to be a semi-captive herd and there are clues with their yellow 
ear-tags.  Nevertheless, they are a beautiful sight with the black and tan females 
and young males and a huge black bull with sweeping scimitar horns. 



Lunch is at Thambazimbi, a centre for iron-ore production and the surrounding 
hills carry the scars of years of mining.  Above one of the more rugged peaks  
a large black-and-white raptor is soaring – our first Verraux’s Eagle.  

 
More long, straight tarred roads take us through the scrubland and these finally 
give way to long, straight gravel roads.  Warthogs are kneeling and foraging on the 
broad shoulder at a few points along the way.  Finally we arrive at the gate for 
Madikwe Game Reserve and after filling forms and gaining permits we pass 
through.  A few Impala and Zebra are either side of the road and we stop when a 
Gymnogene soars overhead.  As we approach our base at Jacqui’s Lodge we are 
forced to stop as a group of Elephants are bathing in the water-hole – a short 
distance away, through security fencing is our delightfully designed accomodation 
and a welcoming party of friendly staff and drinks!  We are shown to our fab 
cabins and allowed a little time to recharge the batteries before heading out  
in two purpose built safari jeeps.  

 
Our drivers and guides are RJ and Pule.  We set off into the bush noting Red-
crested Korhaan, Pied Babblers (new) and then RJ points to a Verraux’s Eagle Owl 
nest with a parent bird’s head visible.  Soon afterwards Dave spots a large White 
Rhino in bushes to the left!  We stop and watch and more are revealed – five 
animals and they seem inquisitvive, moving ever-closer to the jeep!  Knowing their 
plight and the increasing threat from poachers it becomes an emotional moment 
– at times it is so quiet we can hear them eating.  Wow. 

 
As we are watching Rhinos, Pule and the second jeep enjoy close up vies of Lions 
sprawaled across the track.  We glimpse a lion that is being attracted to a carcass 
that is dragged behind a jeep – it is being darted so that it can be neutered, as we 
learn about the population control needed in Madikwe.  When we meet with the 
others for sundowners we learn of their adventures with point blank Elephant and 
five Lions.  The drive back in the darkness yields close Elephant by the edge of the 
track and Scrub Hare.  

 
Day 14:Day 14:Day 14:Day 14:    Madikwe BrothersMadikwe BrothersMadikwe BrothersMadikwe Brothers    

We meet for coffee and a biscuits at 6 o’clock and are off at 6.30 am on our next 
game drive adventures. 

 
RJ’s jeep scores well with glimpses of rare Balck Rhino, as well as more sightings  
of White Rhino.  Pule’s group wander through the acacia close to a quarry where 
two magnificent male Lions are lying on the edge of small trees – we get 
wonderful looks at two handsome animals.  Continuing on, we see several 
Swallow-tailed Bee-eaters, Lappet-faced Vultures, Dwarf Mongeese and a mix  
of antelope species.   

 
After breakfast we decide to take a stroll within the extensive ladnscaped 
compounds that links our lodge with the adjacent lodge.  The path takes us along 
the course of the river, where we see Crested Barbet, Grey-backed Cameroptera, 
Yellow-streaked Greenbul and Brown-hooded Kingfisher amongst others.  Along 



the trail are placed exercise apparatus for the gym goers and some can’t resist 
doing routines imaginatively called ‘the rhino’ or ‘the baboon’.  Back at our lodge 
another path leads us to two hides that overlook the waterhole.  It is a shame that 
an excavator is working nearby disturbing any game that might come to drink,  
so we have to content ourselves with views of Hamerkop, Pied Kingfisher and 
Grey Heron.    

 
After afternoon tea, we set off on our evening game drives and we are keen  
to investigate sightings of Cheetahs in the open grassy plain areas.  We set off 
with Pule making a more direct route and RJ taking the winding scenic option.  
Both routes take us by a waterhole with Double-banded and Yellow-throated 
Sandgrouse – two new additions to the list.  We get great looks at Pale Chanting 
Goshawks on trees, as well as Dwarf Mongoose and a host of regulars.  Pule’s fast 
track takes in some sweeping vistas of classic plains species with good size groups 
of Springbok, Wildebeeste and Impala.  Pule also reaches the area where the 
Cheetahs have been seen first and radios RJ with the news.  For us its then a rapid 
drive to beat the setting sun but when we arrive it’s a fantastic scene.  There, right 
in front of Pule’s jeep (and ectastic occupants) are two beautifully marked 
Cheetahs sat on a mound. They soon get up and start stretching and scratching 
on a tree before they amble through the grass and we both follow closely.  What 
animals!  They are reported to be two young brothers and are at ease with 
themselves.  What a finale! 

 
The talk at sundowners is of spotted cats and the wonder of Africa, then after 
drinks we set off in the darkness for the long drive back to the lodge.  We see 
close Black-backed Jackals, lots of Scrub Hares, close Elephants and four wonderful 
White Rhinos next to the track!  Nearer the lodge we see more Cape Buffalo and 
RJ brilliantly finds a smart Small-spotted Genet in a tree.  A great end to the day. 

 
Day 15:Day 15:Day 15:Day 15:    One Last Game Drive One Last Game Drive One Last Game Drive One Last Game Drive     

We leave at 6.30am for our last session in the jeeps and we get off to a great start 
when Pule spots two fantastic Black Rhinos near the lodge.  They stand and look 
at us and as we are quiet they venture a little nearer before walking across the 
track in front and into the bushes.  We decide not to chase them and radio our 
good fortune to RJ’s jeep, so they can enjoy views of these rare beasts.  
Continuing, we see wonderful Black-backed Jackals warming up in the morning sun 
near the airstrip, oblivious to us watching.  Further, we find a mixed midden  
of rhino droppings and they are fresh.  Just round the corner we find the culprits 
and we enjoy very close looks at two magnificent White Rhinos.  News has been 
relayed to us of the whereabouts of a group of lions and we move towards 
where they are.  We approach and get so close to first two females, then two 
male lions, a wonderful way to end our stay in Madikwe. 
 
After a final delicious breakfast (how your eggs are to be done?) we load the vans 
and say our goodbyes to all the wonderful staff and guides at Jacqui’s.  The lodge 
and Madikwe are magical places for sure.  The drive takes us east through the 
scrub and onto the paved road towards the Pilansberg mountains.  We drive past 



the entrance to Sun City, pausing to fuel up near the gates and adding some new 
birds at the garage – Lesser Masked Weavers and Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird!  
Soon afterwards we join the main motorway network that takes us around 
Pretoria and southeast to Johannesberg.  There’s a rest stop and eats before our 
final leg to the airport, where we say our goodbyes and thanks to Joe who has 
shown us so much of his homeland and beloved South Africa – what a place!  
Already the discussion is of where and when we can do it all again!  Tanzania?  
Botswana?  Namibia?  We are becoming Africa addicts.  

 
Day 16:Day 16:Day 16:Day 16:    HomeHomeHomeHome    

After an uneventful flight we arrive in Heathrow and say our goodbyes – we all 
hope to meet up again on another African adventure.  Until then, the votes have 
been cast and we can savour the results, re-living what has been a memorable 
trip:  

    
Magic MomentsMagic MomentsMagic MomentsMagic Moments    
Little Swifts and Hippos at St Lucia (from our first evening in KwaZuluNatal). 
A mischevious monkey playing Grand-theft Auto with my van at Mkhuze! 
Sunday Morning Lions at Kruger National Park – our first look at incredible males. 
Cheetah and cubs at Kruger, and the trill of the chase! 
An emotional moment for many, knowing the plight of these amazing animals - sharing space 
with White Rhinos at Madikwe.  
Yet the most popular moment was spending time with the Cheetah brothers at Madikwe. 
 
Place of the TripPlace of the TripPlace of the TripPlace of the Trip    
Winner: Madikwe Reserve 
Runner-up: Olifants River, Kruger N.P. 
    
Mammal Top Ten (11)Mammal Top Ten (11)Mammal Top Ten (11)Mammal Top Ten (11)    
1. Cheetah 
2= Lion 
2= Black Rhino 
4= White Rhino 
4= Elephant 
6. Spotted Hyaena 
7. Leopard 
8= Civet 
8= Bushbaby 
8= Dwarf Mongoose 
8= Meerkat 
    

Birdy Top TenBirdy Top TenBirdy Top TenBirdy Top Ten    
1. Lilac-breasted Roller    
2= Purple–crested Turaco 
2= Ground Hornbill 
4= Giant Kingfisher 
4= Pale Chanting Goshawk 
4= Scarlet-chested Sunbird 
7= Greater Blue-eared Starling 
7= Red-crested Korhaan 
7= Lanner Falcon 
7= Crested Barbet 
7= Livingstone’s Turaco 

 



Species ListsSpecies ListsSpecies ListsSpecies Lists 
    

BIRDSBIRDSBIRDSBIRDS 
Common Ostrich Struthio camelus 
White-faced Whistling Duck Dendrocygna viduata 
White-backed Duck Thalassornis leuconotus 
Spur-winged Goose Plectropterus gambensis 
Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca 
South African Shelduck Tadorna cana 
African Black Duck Anas sparsa 
Yellow-billed Duck Anas undulata 
Cape Shoveler Anas smithii 
Southern Pochard Netta erythrophthalma 
Maccoa Duck Oxyura maccoa 
Helmeted Guineafowl Numida meleagris 
Crested Guineafowl Guttera pucherani 
Grey-winged Francolin Scleroptila afra 
Red-winged Francolin Scleroptila levaillantii 
Crested Francolin Dendroperdix sephaena 
Natal Spurfowl Pternistis natalensis 
Swainson's Spurfowl Pternistis swainsonii 
Common Quail Coturnix coturnix 
Harlequin Quail Coturnix delegorguei 
Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 
Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis 
Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus 
Lesser Flamingo Phoenicopterus minor 
Yellow-billed Stork Mycteria ibis 
Woolly-necked Stork Ciconia episcopus 
Saddle-billed Stork Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis 
Marabou Stork Leptoptilos crumenifer 
African Sacred Ibis Threskiornis aethiopicus 
Southern Bald Ibis Geronticus calvus 
Hadada Ibis Bostrychia hagedash 
African Spoonbill Platalea alba 
Striated Heron Butorides striata 
Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 
Black-headed Heron Ardea melanocephala 
Goliath Heron Ardea goliath 
Purple Heron Ardea purpurea 
Great Egret Ardea alba 
Intermediate Egret Ardea intermedia 
Little Egret Egretta garzetta 
Hamerkop Scopus umbretta 
Cape Gannet Morus serrator 
Pink-backed Pelican Pelecanus rufescens 
Reed Cormorant Microcarbo africanus 
White-breasted Cormorant Phalacrocorax lucidus 
African Darter Anhinga rufa 
Secretarybird Sagittarius serpentarius 
Western Osprey Pandion haliaetus 
Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus 
African Harrier-Hawk Polyboroides typus 
Hooded Vulture Necrosyrtes monachus 
White-backed Vulture Gyps africanus 
Cape Vulture Gyps coprotheres 
White-headed Vulture Trigonoceps occipitalis 
Lappet-faced Vulture Torgos tracheliotos 
Black-chested Snake Eagle Circaetus pectoralis 
Brown Snake Eagle Circaetus cinereus 
Southern Banded Snake Eagle Circaetus fasciolatus 
Bateleur Terathopius ecaudatus 
Bat Hawk Macheiramphus alcinus 
Martial Eagle Polemaetus bellicosus 

 
 

 
Long-crested Eagle Lophaetus occipitalis 
Tawny Eagle Aquila rapax 
Verreaux's Eagle Aquila verreauxii 
African Hawk-Eagle Aquila spilogaster 
Lizard Buzzard Kaupifalco monogrammicus 
Gabar Goshawk Micronisus gabar 
Pale Chanting Goshawk Melierax canorus 
African Goshawk Accipiter tachiro 
Shikra Accipiter badius 
African Marsh Harrier Circus ranivorus 
African Fish Eagle Haliaeetus vocifer 
Jackal Buzzard Buteo rufofuscus 
Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus 
Kori Bustard Ardeotis kori 
White-bellied Bustard Eupodotis senegalensis 
Blue Korhaan Eupodotis caerulescens 
Red-crested Korhaan Lophotis ruficrista 
African Rail Rallus caerulescens 
Black Crake Amaurornis flavirostra 
African Swamphen Porphyrio madagascariensis 
Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 
Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata 
Grey Crowned Crane Balearica regulorum 
Blue Crane Grus paradisea 
Common (Kurrichane) Buttonquail Turnix sylvaticus 
Water Thick-knee Burhinus vermiculatus 
Spotted Thick-knee Burhinus capensis 
Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 
Blacksmith Lapwing Vanellus armatus 
White-crowned Lapwing Vanellus albiceps 
Senegal Lapwing Vanellus lugubris 
Crowned Lapwing Vanellus coronatus 
African Wattled Lapwing Vanellus senegallus 
Kittlitz's Plover Charadrius pecuarius 
Three-banded Plover Charadrius tricollaris 
White-fronted Plover Charadrius marginatus 
African Jacana Actophilornis africanus 
African Snipe Gallinago nigripennis 
Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 
Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus 
Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 
Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 
Sanderling Calidris alba 
Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea 
Ruff Philomachus pugnax 
Bronze-winged Courser Rhinoptilus chalcopterus 
Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola 
Grey-headed Gull Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus 
Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia 
Greater Crested (Swift) Tern Thalasseus bergii 
Common Tern Sterna hirundo 
Sooty Tern Sterna fuscata 
Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida 
White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucopterus 
Double-banded Sandgrouse Pterocles bicinctus 
Yellow-throated Sandgrouse Pterocles gutturalis 
Rock Dove/Feral Pigeon Columba livia 
Speckled Pigeon Columba guinea 
African Olive Pigeon Columba arquatrix 
Mourning Collared Dove Streptopelia decipiens 
Red-eyed Dove Streptopelia semitorquata 
Ring-necked (Cape Turtle) Dove Streptopelia capicola 



Laughing Dove Spilopelia senegalensis 
Emerald-spotted Wood Dove Turtur chalcospilos 
Tambourine Dove Turtur tympanistria 
Namaqua Dove Oena capensis 
African Green Pigeon Treron calvus 
Livingstone's Turaco Tauraco livingstonii 
Knysna Turaco Tauraco corythaix 
Purple-crested Turaco Tauraco porphyreolophus 
Grey Go-away-bird Corythaixoides concolor 
Burchell's Coucal Centropus burchellii 
Klaas's Cuckoo Chrysococcyx klaas 
Western Barn Owl Tyto alba 
African Scops Owl Otus senegalensis 
Spotted Eagle-Owl Bubo africanus 
Verreaux's Eagle-Owl Bubo lacteus 
African Wood Owl Strix woodfordii 
Pearl-spotted Owlet Glaucidium perlatum 
Marsh Owl Asio capensis 
Fiery-necked Nightjar Caprimulgus pectoralis 
Square-tailed Nightjar Caprimulgus fossii 
African Palm Swift Cypsiurus parvus 
Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba 
Common Swift Apus apus 
African Black Swift Apus barbatus 
Little Swift Apus affinis 
Speckled Mousebird Colius striatus 
Red-faced Mousebird Urocolius indicus 
Narina Trogon Apaloderma narina 
Purple Roller Coracias naevius 
Lilac-breasted Roller Coracias caudatus 
Brown-hooded Kingfisher Halcyon albiventris 
Mangrove Kingfisher Halcyon senegaloides 
Malachite Kingfisher Corythornis cristatus 
Half-collared Kingfisher Alcedo semitorquata 
Giant Kingfisher Megaceryle maxima 
Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis 
Swallow-tailed Bee-eater Merops hirundineus 
Little Bee-eater Merops pusillus 
White-fronted Bee-eater Merops bullockoides 
African Hoopoe Upupa africana 
Green Wood Hoopoe Phoeniculus purpureus 
Common Scimitarbill Rhinopomastus cyanomelas 
Southern Ground Hornbill Bucorvus leadbeateri 
Southern Red-billed Hornbill Tockus rufirostris 
Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill Tockus leucomelas 
Crowned Hornbill Lophoceros alboterminatus 
African Grey Hornbill Lophoceros nasutus 
Trumpeter Hornbill Bycanistes bucinator 
White-eared Barbet Stactolaema leucotis 
Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird Pogoniulus bilineatus 
Red-fronted Tinkerbird Pogoniulus pusillus 
Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird Pogoniulus chrysoconus 
Acacia Pied Barbet Tricholaema leucomelas 
Black-collared Barbet Lybius torquatus 
Crested Barbet Trachyphonus vaillantii 
Lesser Honeyguide Indicator minor 
Red-throated Wryneck Jynx ruficollis 
Golden-tailed Woodpecker Campethera abingoni 
Ground Woodpecker Geocolaptes olivaceus 
Bearded Woodpecker Chloropicus namaquus 
Cardinal Woodpecker Dendropicos fuscescens 
Olive Woodpecker Dendropicos griseocephalus 
Cape Parrot Poicephalus robustus 
Brown-headed Parrot Poicephalus cryptoxanthus 
African Broadbill Smithornis capensis 

Cape Batis Batis capensis 
Woodward's Batis Batis fratrum 
Chinspot Batis Batis molitor 
White-crested Helmetshrike Prionops plumatus 
Grey-headed Bushshrike Malaconotus blanchoti 
Orange-breasted Bushshrike Chlorophoneus sulfureopectus 
Bokmakierie Telophorus zeylonus 
Brown-crowned Tchagra Tchagra australis 
Black-crowned Tchagra Tchagra senegalus 
Black-backed Puffback Dryoscopus cubla 
Southern Boubou Laniarius ferrugineus 
Crimson-breasted Shrike Laniarius atrococcineus 
Brubru Nilaus afer 
Black Cuckooshrike Campephaga flava 
Magpie Shrike Urolestes melanoleucus 
Southern Fiscal Lanius collaris 
Black-headed Oriole Oriolus larvatus 
Square-tailed Drongo Dicrurus ludwigii 
Fork-tailed Drongo Dicrurus adsimilis 
Blue-mantled Crested Flycatcher Trochocercus cyanomelas 
African Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone viridis 
Cape Crow Corvus capensis 
Pied Crow Corvus albus 
Southern Black Tit Melaniparus niger 
Ashy Tit Melaniparus cinerascens 
Grey Penduline Tit Anthoscopus caroli 
Spike-heeled Lark Chersomanes albofasciata 
Eastern Long-billed Lark Certhilauda semitorquata 
Chestnut-backed Sparrow-Lark Eremopterix leucotis 
Sabota Lark Calendulauda sabota 
Rudd's Lark Heteromirafra ruddi 
Eastern Clapper Lark Mirafra fasciolata 
Red-capped Lark Calandrella cinerea 
Dark-capped Bulbul Pycnonotus tricolor 
Sombre Greenbul Andropadus importunus 
Yellow-bellied Greenbul Chlorocichla flaviventris 
Terrestrial Brownbul Phyllastrephus terrestris 
Yellow-streaked Greenbul Phyllastrephus flavostriatus 
Black Saw-wing Psalidoprocne pristoptera 
Brown-throated Martin Riparia paludicola 
Wire-tailed Swallow Hirundo smithii 
Pearl-breasted Swallow Hirundo dimidiata 
Rock Martin Ptyonoprogne fuligula 
Lesser Striped Swallow Cecropis abyssinica 
Red-breasted Swallow Cecropis semirufa 
South African Cliff Swallow Petrochelidon spilodera 
Cape Grassbird Sphenoeacus afer 
Chestnut-vented Tit-Babbler Parisoma subcaeruleum 
Long-billed Crombec Sylvietta rufescens 
Yellow-throated Woodland Warbler

 Phylloscopus ruficapilla 
Lesser Swamp Warbler Acrocephalus gracilirostris 
African Reed Warbler Acrocephalus baeticatus 
Rattling Cisticola Cisticola chiniana 
Neddicky Cisticola fulvicapilla 
Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis 
Wing-snapping Cisticola Cisticola ayresii 
Tawny-flanked Prinia Prinia subflava 
Black-chested Prinia Prinia flavicans 
Drakensberg Prinia Prinia hypoxantha 
Bar-throated Apalis Apalis thoracica 
Rudd's Apalis Apalis ruddi 
Yellow-breasted Apalis Apalis flavida 
Green-backed Camaroptera Camaroptera brachyura 
Grey-backed Camaroptera Camaroptera brevicaudata 



Barred Wren-Warbler Calamonastes fasciolatus 
Burnt-necked Eremomela Eremomela usticollis 
Arrow-marked Babbler Turdoides jardineii 
Southern Pied Babbler Turdoides bicolor 
Cape White-eye Zosterops virens 
African Yellow White-eye Zosterops senegalensis 
Common Myna Acridotheres tristis 
Wattled Starling Creatophora cinerea 
Black-bellied Starling Notopholia corrusca 
Cape Starling Lamprotornis nitens 
Greater Blue-eared Starling Lamprotornis chalybaeus 
Burchell's Starling Lamprotornis australis 
Pied Starling Lamprotornis bicolor 
Red-winged Starling Onychognathus morio 
Yellow-billed Oxpecker Buphagus africanus 
Red-billed Oxpecker Buphagus erythrorynchus 
Groundscraper Thrush Turdus litsitsirupa 
Kurrichane Thrush Turdus libonyana 
Olive Thrush Turdus olivaceus 
Karoo Thrush Turdus smithi 
Bearded Scrub Robin Cercotrichas quadrivirgata 
Kalahari Scrub Robin Cercotrichas paena 
White-browed Scrub Robin Cercotrichas leucophrys 
Grey Tit-Flycatcher Myioparus plumbeus 
Southern Black Flycatcher Melaenornis pammelaina 
Marico Flycatcher Melaenornis mariquensis 
Fiscal Flycatcher Melaenornis silens 
African Dusky Flycatcher Muscicapa adusta 
Cape Robin-Chat Cossypha caffra 
White-throated Robin-Chat Cossypha humeralis 
White-browed Robin-Chat Cossypha heuglini 
Red-capped Robin-Chat Cossypha natalensis 
Sentinel Rock Thrush Monticola explorator 
African Stonechat Saxicola torquatus 
Buff-streaked Chat Campicoloides bifasciatus 
Mocking Cliff Chat Thamnolaea cinnamomeiventris 
Ant-eating Chat Myrmecocichla formicivora 
Mountain Wheatear Myrmecocichla monticola 
Collared Sunbird Hedydipna collaris 
Olive Sunbird Cyanomitra olivacea 
Grey Sunbird Cyanomitra veroxii 
Amethyst Sunbird Chalcomitra amethystina 
Scarlet-chested Sunbird Chalcomitra senegalensis 
Greater Double-collared Sunbird Cinnyris afer 
Marico Sunbird Cinnyris mariquensis 
Purple-banded Sunbird Cinnyris bifasciatus 
White-bellied Sunbird Cinnyris talatala 
White-browed Sparrow-Weaver Plocepasser mahali 
House Sparrow Passer domesticus 
Cape Sparrow Passer melanurus 
Southern Grey-headed Sparrow Passer diffusus 
Yellow-throated Petronia Gymnoris superciliaris 
Red-billed Buffalo Weaver Bubalornis niger 
Thick-billed Weaver Amblyospiza albifrons 
Cape Weaver Ploceus capensis 
Eastern Golden Weaver Ploceus subaureus 
Lesser Masked Weaver Ploceus intermedius 
Southern Masked Weaver Ploceus velatus 
Village Weaver Ploceus cucullatus 
Dark-backed (Forest) Weaver Ploceus bicolor 
Red-billed Quelea Quelea quelea 
Southern Red Bishop Euplectes orix 
Fan-tailed Widowbird Euplectes axillaris 
White-winged Widowbird Euplectes albonotatus 
Long-tailed Widowbird Euplectes progne 

Green-winged Pytilia Pytilia melba 
Red-headed Finch Amadina erythrocephala 
Pink-throated Twinspot Hypargos margaritatus 
Red-billed Firefinch Lagonosticta senegala 
Jameson's Firefinch Lagonosticta rhodopareia 
Blue Waxbill Uraeginthus angolensis 
Violet-eared Waxbill Uraeginthus granatinus 
Grey Waxbill Estrilda perreini 
Common Waxbill Estrilda astrild 
Black-faced Waxbill Estrilda erythronotos 
Quailfinch Ortygospiza atricollis 
Bronze Mannikin Lonchura cucullata 
Red-backed Mannikin Lonchura nigriceps 
Village Indigobird Vidua chalybeata 
Dusky Indigobird Vidua funerea 
Long-tailed Paradise Whydah Vidua paradisaea 
Cape Wagtail Motacilla capensis 
African Pied Wagtail Motacilla aguimp 
Cape Longclaw Macronyx capensis 
African Pipit Anthus cinnamomeus 
Black-throated Canary Crithagra atrogularis 
Yellow-fronted Canary Crithagra mozambica 
Brimstone Canary Crithagra sulphurata 
Streaky-headed Seedeater Crithagra gularis 
Cinnamon-breasted Bunting Emberiza tahapisi 
Cape Bunting Emberiza capensis 
Golden-breasted Bunting Emberiza flaviventris 
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MAMMALSMAMMALSMAMMALSMAMMALS 
Chacma Baboon Papio ursinus 
Vervet Monkey Chlorocebus pygeruthrus 
Blue Monkey Cercopithecus mitis 
Greater Galago Otolemur crassicaudatus 
Southern Lesser Galago Galago moholi 
Peters’/Wahlberg’s Epauletted Fruit Bat 

Epomophorus crypturus/ 
wahlbergi 

Cape Hare Lepus capensis 
Scrub Hare Lepus saxatilis 
Hewitt's Red Rock Hare Pronolagus saundersiae 
South African Ground Squirrel Xerus inauris 
Smith’s Bush Squirrel Paraxerus cepapi 
Spring Hare Pedetes capensis 
Common Mole-rat Cryptomys hottentotus 
Cape / South African Porcupine  Hystrix africaeaustralis 
Sloggett’s Ice Rat Otomys sloggetti 
Single-striped Mouse Lemniscomys rosalia 
Four-striped Mouse Rhabdomys pumilio 
Side-striped Jackal Canis adustus 
Black-backed Jackal Canis mesomelas 
Wild Dog Lycaon pictus 
Spotted-necked Otter Hydrictis maculicollis 
Cape/African Clawless Otter Aonyx capensis 
Striped Polecat / Zorilla Ictonyx striatus 
Suricate (Meerkat) Suricata suricata 
Banded Mongoose Mungos mungo 
Dwarf Mongoose Helogale parvula 
Small Grey Mongoose Herpestes pulverulenta 
Egyptian Mongoose Herpestes ichneumon 
Slender Mongoose Herpestes sanguinea 
Yellow Mongoose Cynictis penicillata 
Marsh Mongoose Atilax paludinosus 
White-tailed Mongoose Ichneumia albicauda 
Spotted Hyaena Crocuta crocuta 
Common / Small-spotted Genet Genetta genetta 
African Civet Civettictis civetta 
Wild Cat Felis sylvestris 
Leopard Panthera pardus 
Cheetah Acinonyx jubatus 
Lion Panthera leo 
Four-toed Elephant Shrew Petrodromus tetradactylus 

Rock Hyrax Procavia capensis 
African Savanna Elephant Loxodonta africana 
Common Zebra Equus quagga 
Black Rhinoceros Diceros bicornis 
White Rhinoceros Ceratotherium simum 
Hippopotamus Hippopotamus amphibius 
Bush Pig Potamochoerus larvatus 
Common Warthog Phacochoerus africanus 
Giraffe Giraffa camelopardalis 
African Buffalo Syncerus caffer 
Bushbuck Tragelaphus scriptus 
Nyala Tragelaphus angasi 
Greater Kudu Tragelaphus strepsiceros 
Eland Taurotragus oryx 
Bush Duiker Sylvicapra grimmia 
Natal Red Duiker Cephalophus natalensis 
Steenbok Raphicerus campestris 
Oribi Ourebia ourebi 
Klipspringer Oreotragus oreotragus 
Rhebok Pelea capreolus 
Mountain Reedbuck Redunca fulvorufula 
Southern Reedbuck Redunca arundinum 
Common Waterbuck Kobus [e.] ellipsiprymnus 

 
Springbuck Antidorcas marsupialis 
Impala Aepyceros melampus 
Bontebok, Blesbok Damaliscus dorcas 
Kongoni / Hartebeest Alcephalus busephalus 
Blue Wildebeest Connochaetes taurinus 
White-tailed Gnu (Black Wildebeest) 

 Connochaetes gnou 
Sable Antelope Hippotragus niger 
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Reptiles and AmphibiansReptiles and AmphibiansReptiles and AmphibiansReptiles and Amphibians    
Nile Crocodile 

Marsh Terrapin 
Rainbow Rock Skink 

Striped Skink 
Tropical House Gecko 

Dwarf Gecko 

Flat-necked Chameleon 
Foam-nest Frog 
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ButterfliesButterfliesButterfliesButterflies    

Red Tip 
Layman 

Sailer sp. 
Common Dotted Border 

Deceptive Diadem 
African Monarch 

Small Orange Acraea 

Small Orange Tip 
Common Bush Brown 

Bushveld Purple Tip 
Large Vagrant 

Spiller's Sulphur Yellow 

Vine-leaf Vagrant 
Meadow White 

Painted Lady 
Citrus Swallowtail 

Blue Pansy 
Yellow Pansy 

Common Sandman 

Broad-bordered Grass Yellow 
Common Orange Tip 

Black-banded Swift 
Queen Purple Tip 

Brown-veined White 

Wandering Donkey Acraea 
Dusky Acraea 

Babault's Blue 
African Migrant 

Guineafowl 
Garden Acraea 

Bronze Geranium 

Zebra White 
Spotted Sailer 

Eyed Bush Brown 
Damara Copper 

Common Blue 

African Veined White 
Bushveld Orange Tip 

African Common White 
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Dragonflies/DamselfliesDragonflies/DamselfliesDragonflies/DamselfliesDragonflies/Damselflies        
Banded Groundling 

Violet Dropwing 
Broad Scarlet 

Orange-winged Dropwing 
Red-veined Dropwing 

Epaulet Skimmer 

Highland Skimmer 
Masai Sprite 

St Lucia Widow 
Common Thorntail 

Tropical Bluetail 
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Thank you to Christine and Max for the butterfly and 
dragonfly lists. 


