
 

 

                                                                                  

HOLIDAY HIGHLIGHTS 

 

OUTER HEBRIDES 

 

6-14 MAY 2022 

 

 

Leaders:  Craig Round & Sally Nowell 

 

Guests:  Linda Fitch, John Burge, Franky & David Perry, Hazel & Andrew Fardell,  

Patricia & Alan Shaw, Angela Hordern, Lesley Angel, Jean Peal, David King. 

 

 

Day 1 We all meet up at the hotel in Inverness, and during our evening meal run through 

our plans for the week. 

 

Day 2 After loading up our luggage into the vans and making a quick stop to pick  

up lunch supplies for the day, we head west for the Outer Hebrides via Loch 

Ness. Its a lovely sunny day and we make our first stop near Loch Cluanie for 

some tea and coffee, surrounded by singing Willow Warblers. An Osprey is seen 

briefly flying over and a male Cuckoo is calling as well as a male Reed Bunting. 

Driving on through the dramatic mountain scenery of Glen Shiel and under the 

impressive mountains of the Five Sisters of Kintail we arrive into Kyle of Lochalsh 

where we make a quick stop, before crossing over the bridge and onto the  

Isle of Skye. Its a lovely drive as we cross the Isle of Skye and past the imposing 

Red and Black Cullins, before we arrive into Uig where we have time to stretch 

our legs and eat lunch in the warm spring sunshine, before we have to catch our 

ferry. In the harbour we see a few Black Guilliemots, and as the ferry heads out  

a few Great Northern Divers in summer plumage are seen as well as a group  

of three Red-throated Divers. During the ferry crossing to Lochmaddy we get 

good views of a selection of seabirds. These include Puffins, Razorbill and 

Guillemots, Fulmars, Gannets and Kittiwakes. 

 

 As the ferry arrives into Lochmaddy a few Red Deer are seen on the hillsides 

before we disembark and drive the short distance to the hotel. We make a stop  

 

 



 

 

 to let some of the ferry traffic behind us through, and a quick scan from here 

reveals an adult White-tailed Eagle soaring in the distance and being mobbed  

by a male Hen Harrier!  

 

 Arriving at the hotel we have time to settle in before enjoying the first of many 

mouthwatering meals!  

 

Day 3 Today starts with the weather dry and cloudy but windy from the South.  

After breakfast we plan to spend the day exploring North Uist but first take  

a short walk out to the nearby ruins of the 13C Trinity Temple. On our walk  

a Wheatear is seen as well as Raven and Linnet and there are many 

Oystercatchers in the fields, whilst several Shelduck are down in the bay nearby  

as well as a Red-breasted Merganser.   

 

 From here we drive towards Balranald passing two Whimbrel in the fields near the 

road and make our next stop down at a large freshwater loch. A Sedge Warbler 

sings and displays over the reedbed here and a few Sand Martins are hawking low 

over the water in the windy conditions. There is also a good mix of Gulls at the 

lochs edge including Common Gull, Herring, Lesser Black-backed and Greater 

Black-backed Gulls, with Tufted Ducks out on the loch as well as Two Whooper 

Swans and a pair of Wigeon. At the far end of the loch we get nice views  

of Redshank, Oystercatchers and Lapwing and a flock of five Whimbrel drop in.   

 

 A short distance from the loch we hear two male Corncrakes calling, and after  

a patient stake out get incredible views of one of the male Corncrake right out  

in the open, before it runs across the field towards us taking flight before diving 

into thicker cover. What a great start! 

 

 From the loch we drive on towards Balranald RSPB reserve and as we approach 

the reserve the fields are full of the calls of nesting Redshank and Lapwing with 

many of the Lapwing with small chicks. It really is a magical place!  

 

 Making a stop at the reserve visitor centre we get lovely views of two  

Whimbrel feeding amongst the cattle and there are three Twite perched on the 

fenceline nearby. 

 

 From here we drive out to the nearby headland for some lunch with lovely views 

out to the Monach Islands. On the stunning shell sand beach of the 'Traigh Iar' 



 

 

there are masses of passage waders including many Dunlin, Ringed Plover, 

Sanderling and Turnstone all in full summer plumage and a Yellow Wagtail is seen 

briefly as it flies past calling.  

 

 After lunch we take a short walk out to the headland getting some great views  

of the assembled waders including at least three Purple Sandpipers that we pick 

out, as well as Eiders and a lovely summer plumaged Great Northern Diver.  

There are White Wagtails, Wheatear and Meadow Pipits feeding along the beach 

here and three Little Terns fly past as well as a few Arctic Terns offshore. Driving 

back to the visitor centre a Whimbrel flies over and we get amazing view of three 

Little Terns calling and displaying right overhead. 

 

 From Balranald we make our way further around the coast seeing a Little Grebe 

and Shoveler on a freshwater loch near the road as well as several smart 

Stonechats before heading up across a high moorland road that crosses the island. 

As we drive up the road we have only gone a short distance before a White-tailed 

Eagle cruises right overhead disappearing rapidly into the distance and we also get 

great views of a ghostly white male Hen Harrier. We make a stop at the highest 

point of the road with fantastic views back down to the coast and whilst here get 

some great views of an immature White-tailed Eagle which soars low right 

overhead. What a bird and what an incredible view! 

  

Day 4 This morning dawns very wet and very windy, oh dear! Unperturbed by a little 

wind and rain though, we head out to see what, if any, wildlife we can find!  

We drive south through the wind and rain making our first stop down  

on Benbecula, en-route we get some great views of a male Red-breasted 

Merganser near the road. Crossing onto Benbecula, we get nice close views  

of a flock of 15 Whimbrel in the fields as well as Ringed Plovers before heading 

down onto South Uist where we make a quick stop to take in the impressive  

‘Our Lady of the Isles’ statue. We head to the east side of South Uist to try and 

find some respite from the wind and rain and drive to Loch Druidibeg NNR 

where there is a flock of Swallows and a single Sand Martin hawking at the edge  

of the loch in the lee of some trees. We also see several Stonechats, Wheatears 

as well as Meadow Pipits trying to keep out of the worst of the wind and rain. 

There are Willow Warblers singing from the Lochside trees and a little further  

on we find a pair of Red-breasted Mergansers on a small loch by the road.  

 



 

 

 We make a stop for a hot drink at the end of the road, but the gales and driving 

rain defeats us, so we cross back over to the coast on the west side of South Uist. 

Near the coast we find more flocks of migrant Whimbrel in the fields along  

with many Lapwing Oystercatcher and Redshank, before we make a stop 

overlooking the shore. 

 

 We have lunch here using the shelter of the vans from the strong southerly wind, 

with masses of waders feeding below us on the beach here including Dunlin, 

Turnstone, Sanderling and Ringed Plover. There are also Eider ducks here and  

a large assortment of Gulls, including an interesting Glaucous/Herring Gull Hybrid 

(or Viking Gull). 

 

 After lunch, as we drive out, we get great views of another close Corncrake right 

out in the open next to the road, slowly making its way across an open field!  

We also get lovely views of more waders on the beach with a small flock of four 

Bar-tailed Godwit including one going into summer plumage. 

 

 After a welcome chance to warm up and grab a hot drink, we continue around 

the coast and make a stop overlooking a large tidal bay. As the bad weather finally 

clears the sun comes out and there are masses of waders feeding out on the 

estuary, including Knot, Dunlin and Bar-tailed Godwits as well as close Ringed 

Plover, Redshank and Lapwing. Best of all there are good numbers of stunning 

Grey Plovers all in summer plumage. Ooof! Such smart birds and it is great to see 

them in such lovely late afternoon light. 

 

Day 5 Today dawns to sunny spells and showers, but still with a strong SW wind.  

After breakfast this morning our first stop is over at Baleshare where we get great 

close views of a Short-eared Owl hunting near the road. The machair and fields 

here are literally alive with breeding waders as we arrive, with the calls  

of displaying waders and Skylarks singing all around and we get lovely views  

of Dunlin, Redshank, Oystercatcher and Lapwing including many with small chicks 

in the fields. 

 

 From Baleshare we head back up across the high moorland road that crosses 

North Uist, dodging the showers as we go, seeing another Short-eared Owl  

as well as getting more sightings of a male Hen Harrier hunting before dropping 

back down to the coast.  



 

 

 Looking out across the strand here, we spot a Greenshank as well as Little Terns, 

Whimbrel, Dunlin, Redshank, Eiders and another Hen Harrier is seen briefly over 

the nearby plantation. 

 

 Moving on again, near Balranald Craig spots a first summer Iceland Gull roosting  

in a field as well as a very smart summer plumaged northern Golden Plover before 

we drive out to the headland at Balranald for some lunch.  

 

 Scanning out during lunch a single Pomarine Skua is seen flying north offshore  

as well as two Arctic Skuas, so after lunch we decide to walk out to the headland 

to do a short seawatch and see what birds might be moving. Two Little Terns fly 

over the beach and we again get some lovely views of all the waders here 

including several Purple Sandpipers. A few Arctic Terns perch on the rocks of the 

headland as Dunlin call in display and offshore many Gannets and Arctic Terns are 

seen passing and we take some time here just watching the passing birds and 

taking in the stunning views in the sunshine looking out to the Monach Isles.   

 

 From Balranald we drive up to a high viewpoint looking over North Uist, there are 

lots of Wheatears in the fields beside the road here as well as many Lapwing, 

Redshank and Oystercatcher and a stunning male Hen Harrier glides right over the 

road ahead of us before drifting down over the fields below the viewpoint and 

away. As the weather finally starts to close in rapidly around us again we drive 

back down and make tracks back to the hotel. 

 

Day 6 Today starts bright and breezy this morning as we drive south down onto 

Benbecula, making a stop overlooking some shallow freshwater lochs. Whilst here 

a Dunlin is ‘trilling’ in display and we also see a smart drake Shoveler on one of the 

pools as well as a single Whimbrel several Redshank, Oystercatcher, Lapwing and 

Arctic Terns and a pair of Wigeon. The star here though is a stunning female  

Red-necked Phalarope that Sally spots as it drops in onto the pool,  

the first Phalarope to have arrived back in the Outer Hebrides this spring!  

What a little belter! 

 

 A quick stop at Coot Loch gets us views of, you guessed it, a Coot on its nest!  

There are also lots of Sand Martins hawking low over the loch and we also pick 

out a good selection of ducks here including Tufted Ducks, Gadwall, Shoveler and  

 



 

 

 Wigeon as well as a Litlle Grebe and a small group of seven Black-tailed Godwits 

feeding on the bank beside the loch including several birds in very smart rusty 

orange breeding plumage. 

 

 Heading further south we pass a large flock of some 40+ Whimbrel before  

we cross onto South Uist passing more Whimbrel in the fields beside the road 

and make a stop on the coast.  

 

 Its an incredible spectacle here in the warm spring sunshine with stunning views 

looking down to the distant hills of South Uist. There are literally thousands  

of waders carpeting the beach frantically feeding on the clouds of flies along the 

strand line just below us, and giving us fantastic close views. The flocks of Dunlin, 

Sanderling and Turnstone are mostly in stunning summer plumage and there  

is a flock of Bar-tailed Godwit further along the beach. Whilst watching all the 

birds here two Arctic Skuas fly low and fast along the beach hunting, before diving 

through the masses of feeding waders trying to single one bird out from the flock. 

The thousands of waders take to the air to evade the Skuas, performing  

a mesmeric aerial ballet in front of us, definitely a magic moment, right there! 

 

 From here we drive across the machair of the MOD Rocket range, seeing more 

Whimbrel as well as lots of nesting Oystercatcher, Lapwing Arctic Terns and 

Ringed Plover. The sky is alive with the sounds of singing Skylark as we take lunch 

in the sun on the beautiful sandy beach nearby. 

 

 After lunch we drive across to the east side of South Uist, driving through dramatic 

mountain scenery and past long indented sea lochs. Towards the end of the loch 

road there are many Common Seals hauled on the rocks below us, and with  

a great view out over the loch and hills we have a scan picking out a distant 

Golden Eagle and a White-tailed Eagle soaring over the ridges.  

 

 Moving back along the road we make another stop to scan over the hills. A lovely 

male Hen Harrier glides through and we also see a female Hen Harrier going over, 

whilst a male Cuckoo is seen calling and perched on powerlines nearby mobbed 

by several Meadow Pipits. 

 

 From here we head back north onto Benbecula and make another stop to try and 

get more views of this mornings Red-necked Phalarope. We find the female  

 



 

 

 Phalarope again and also get a nice views of a very smart drake Shoveler as well  

a spotting another Short-eared Owl and see a cracking pair of Garganey  

on another loch nearby.  

 

Day 7 Another windy day from the SW with showers this morning. Starting the day  

on North Uist we stop at the large freshwater loch again where we find two 

Whooper Swans as well as Tufted Duck, Lapwing, Redshank, Turnstone, close 

views of a pair of breeding Dunlin and a nice flock of 18 Whimbrel in amongst the 

many roosting Oystercatcher. 

 

 From here we head around to Balranald passing many Redshank, Oystercatcher 

and Lapwings with chicks in the roadside fields. During a brief stop at the RSPB 

visitor centre there are several Common Snipe ‘drumming’ in display flight right 

overhead, before we drive out to the headland passing four smart White Wagtails 

and a male Wheatear that are busily feeding beside the track.  

 

 By now its very windy, but we spend a little time seawatching using the vans for 

shelter to see what birds are passing the headland. The strong SW wind  

is obviously doing the trick as with patience we manage to pick out a Great Skua 

as well as several flocks of Pomarine Skuas and also two Long-tailed Skuas that are 

passing Northwards offshore past the Monach Isles.   

 

 After our brief sea watch we drive further south to try and find some better 

weather down on South Uist seeing a female Hen Harrier going over the road 

before we make a stop for lunch on the west coast of South Uist. Thankfully the 

weather is much better down here with little, if any, rain and whilst here we get 

good views of a Great Northern Diver out in the bay as well as the flocks  

of waders along the shore, including 18 Bar-tailed Godwit, 9+ Whimbrel, 

Turnstone and Sanderling.  

 

 After lunch we take advantage of the better weather and take a short walk out  

to the point seeing two Common Terns and a few Arctic Terns as well  

as Kittiwakes, Gannets and small numbers of Manx Shearwaters which are passing 

by offshore. 

 

  

 



 

 

 On our way back north we make our last stop overlooking Loch Bee on South 

Uist, where  as well as hundreds of Mute Swans out on the loch we also find 

Wigeon, Shoveler and Red-breasted Merganser as well as more Dunlin, Redshank, 

Oystercatcher and Lapwing. 

 

Day 8 A windy and grey start this morning, and sadly today we have to leave the Outer 

Hebrides. After loading all of the luggage we head off to catch our ferry back  

to Skye and the mainland, but as we approach Lochmaddy we do get some 

cracking views of a hunting Short-eared Owl which obligingly perches on the 

ground very near the road. 

 

 Arriving into Lochmaddy we are soon boarding our ferry for our crossing back  

to Skye and during the ferry journey we see small numbers of Guillemots, 

Razorbill, Puffins and Shearwaters. As the ferry approaches Skye we see a large raft 

of Manx Shearwaters lifting off the water as the ferry passes and also a small group 

of Common Dolphin leaping clear of the water, before we finally land back  

on Skye and drive back to Inverness at the end of fantastic week on the  

Outer Hebrides! 

 

 Bird of the Trip  

 Corncrake, Short-eared Owl, Red-necked Phalalrope, Hen Harriers, Pomarine & 

Long-tailed Skuas, The Waders, White-tailed Eagle, Garganey 

 

 Place of the Trip  

 Balranald, Ardivachar Beach, Loch Eynort, Ardvule 

  

 Magic Moment  

 Seeing the Cuckoo. Tiny Lapwing Chick. Ardivachar. Waders and the Skuas. 

Hunting Short-eared Owl. Seeing the Corncrake. Colours of the Sea and having a 

paddle! The Outer Hebs landscape, light and colours. The vast numbers of waders. 

Committee Road. White-tailed Eagle. Scoping the skuas. Arctic Skuas hunting 

waders. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

BIRDS  

Mute Swan 

Whooper Swan    

Greylag Goose   

Shelduck 

Mallard 

Gadwall 

Shoveler 

Wigeon 

Teal 

Garganey 

Tufted Duck 

Eider 

Long-tailed Duck 

Red-breasted Merganser 

Corncrake                                                

Red-throated Diver 

Great-northern Diver 

Little Grebe 

Fulmar 

Gannet 

Cormorant 

Shag 

Grey Heron 

White-tailed Sea Eagle 

Golden Eagle 

Hen Harrier 

Common Buzzard 

Osprey 

Kestrel 

Moorhen 

Coot 

Oystercatcher 

Ringed Plover 

Grey Plover 

Golden Plover 

Lapwing 

 

Knot 

Sanderling 

Purple Sandpiper 

Turnstone 

Dunlin 

Common Sandpiper 

Redshank 

Greenshank 

Black-tailed Godwit 

Bar-tailed Godwit 

Curlew 

Whimbrel 

Snipe 

Red-necked Phalarope 

Great Skua 

Arctic Skua 

Long-tailed Skua 

Pomarine Skua 

Black-headed Gull 

Common Gull 

Herring Gull 

Great Black-backed Gull 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 

Kittiwake 

Glaucous/Herring Gull (Viking Gull) 

Iceland Gull 

Common Tern 

Arctic Tern 

Little Tern 

Puffin 

Guillemot 

Razorbill 

Black Guillemot 

Pheasant 

Rock Dove 

Collared Dove 



 

 

Woodpigeon 

Cuckoo 

Short-eared Owl 

Skylark 

Swallow 

House Martin 

Sand Martin 

Meadow Pipit 

Rock Pipit 

Pied/White Wagtail 

Robin 

Stonechat 

Wheatear 

Blackbird 

Song Thrush 

Sedge Warbler 

Blackcap 

Willow Warbler 

Wren 

Long-tailed Tit 

Blue Tit 

Great Tit 

Jackdaw 

Hooded Crow 

Raven 

Starling 

House Sparrow 

Chaffinch 

Greenfinch 

Linnet 

Twite 

Goldfinch 

Redpoll sp 

Reed Bunting 

 

MAMMALS  

Hedgehog (Dead) 

Rabbit 

Grey Seal 

Common Seal 

Common Dolphin 

Pilot Whale (Dead) 

Red Deer 

Mountain/Feral Goat 

 

Butterflies/Inverts 

Green-veined White 

 

 

 


