
 

 

HOLIDAY HIGHLIGHTS 

 

A HEBRIDEAN ODYSSEY 

 

5 - 17 JUNE 2022 

 

 

Leaders:  Craig Round & Simon Eaves 

 

Guests:   Belinda & Steve Batt, Paul & Ann Collis, Gill & John Haveron, Sara & Roy Cowley, Penny Blake,  

Bridget Carter, Mary Abbis, Melanie Port. 

 

 

Day 1 We all meet up at the hotel in Inverness and during our evening meal run through our plans for the week. 

 

Day 2 After loading up the luggage into the vans we head for the Outer Hebrides, driving southwest down along 

the Great Glen alongside Loch Ness to catch our afternoon ferry from Oban to Barra. Its fine, warm and 

sunny as we arrive in Oban Harbour and head out on the ferry via the Sound of Mull, cruising past the Isle 

of Mull before passing Ardnamurchan Point and its Lighthouse, with lovely views Southwest to Coll and 

Tiree and North to Muck, Eigg and Rum.   

 

 As we head further out the weather is stunning and the sea conditions become mirror calm, ideal spotting 

conditions and the crossing to Barra is simply incredible for sightings! We see no less than 15 Minke Whales 

as well as at least 50+ Common Dolphins with some coming across to the ferry and bow riding right 

alongside! We also get good views of two groups of Risso’s Dolphins with c18 animals in total seen as well 

as many Harbour Porpoise and three or four Basking Sharks! A good selection of seabirds are on view 

during the crossing including Manx Shearwaters, Gannets, Fulmars, Puffin, Razorbill, Guillemots, Arctic Terns 

and Kittiwakes as well as seven plus Great Skuas and 10 Storm Petrels.  

 

 What an amazing crossing that was! 

 

 Arriving into Castlebay on Barra in the evening we drive the short distance around to our two hotels  

to settle in.  

 

Day 3 Our first day on Barra is fine with some scattered cloud this morning, and we make our first stop just outside 

Castlebay at a viewpoint. No sooner have we pulled up it seems, than an adult White-tailed Eagle starts  

to soar towards us, as a second adult White-tailed Eagle appears in the sky right overhead! Wow!  

This is followed by yet another White-tailed Eagle this time an immature bird which also soars right over  

us and heads off in the same direction as the first two eagles. What a start! 

 

 As we drive south down towards Vatersay, we see a Cuckoo in flight and along the coast we also find Eider 

and a Red-breasted Merganser, Stonechat and Redpoll as well as seeing Common Seals.  

 

 Its warm in the sunshine as we cross the causeway onto Vatersay and we make a stop by the shore where 

its nice and sheltered, seeing three Ringed Plover calling and displaying on the beach as well as Wheatear, 

Twite and Skylark and a Grey Seal offshore. We also hear a Golden Plover calling from across the other  

side of the bay. 



 

 

 Moving on we make a brief stop to pay our respects at the wreckage of a WW2 RAF Catalina flying boat 

which sadly crashed on the island during a training exercise in May 1944, and whilst here there are several 

Gannets diving for fish out in the bay and a smart male Stonechat singing from atop a power line nearby. 

 

 Stopping to make use of the facilities at the Vatersay visitor centre and cafe we get incredible views of a sub 

adult Golden Eagle that soars low right overhead with an immature White-tailed Eagle and a Common 

Buzzard for company!! 

 

 From here we walk out across the flower studded Machair, passing singing and displaying Meadow Pipits and 

Wheatears and down onto a deserted shell sand beach. The views are stunning looking out to sea with just 

the sounds of the surf rolling in onto the empty beach, and whilst here amazingly another immature  

White-tailed Eagle soars very low right overhead! What an amazing day for Eagle sightings! 

 

 Whilst here some folk take the chance to have a paddle in the sea before we walk back to have our lunch 

on another beautiful shell sand beach near the visitor centre and seeing a Raven go over as well as a getting 

great views of a male Twite which is singing from the fence line behind the dunes.  

 

 After lunch we head back north onto Barra and drive towards the airport to watch one of the scheduled 

flights take off from the beach at the airport, before we drive around to a lovely shell sand beach on the 

north end of the island, passing meadows filled with feeding and nesting Lapwing, Oystercatcher and 

Common Gulls. From the Jetty here we take in the stunning views looking out across the azure blue sea and 

golden sands to Eriskay and South Uist, and get good views of two Little Terns fishing just offshore as well  

as a Common Tern that flies over calling.  

 

 Driving back a Corncrake is heard calling but sadly not seen and a migrant Osprey is spotted soaring and 

circling over the hills before drifting off to the north.  

 

Day 4 Its a changeable weather day today with a breezy SE force five wind blowing and rain showers, as we leave 

Barra behind catching our ferry over to Eriskay and across onto South Uist.  

 

 During the short crossing we see many Common Seals as well as Black Guillemots, Gannets and three  

Red-throated Divers that fly past before we land on Eriskay and drive north onto South Uist. We make  

a stop on the coast overlooking a lovely deserted beach for a hot drink, seeing Lapwings with chicks in the 

fields with another Lapwing still sat on its nest. The fields are a riot of yellow Buttercups with Redshank 

calling and Skylarks singing overhead, and we also hear a male Corncrake calling nearby, but the bird itself 

remains elusive!  

 

 Driving further north we cut out to a headland for lunch on the west side of the island and see our first 

hunting Short-eared Owl near the road. 

 

 There are Eider Ducks just offshore here and many waders feeding on the beach just below our lunch spot. 

We get lovely views of the birds feeding and in amongst the many Turnstone, Dunlin and Sanderling  

in summer plumage we also pick out two stunning Curlew Sandpipers including one bird in its smart brick 

red breeding plumage! There is also a late passage Whimbrel on the rocks here and we find  

an Oystercatchers nest on the shore and a few Sand Martins hawk low over the beach for insects.  

 



 

 

 After lunch we take a walk out to the point seeing a smart Shelduck in the bay and get lovely views of the 

many Arctic Terns that are nesting out on the headland as well as seeing two Red-breasted Merganser and  

a single Red-throated Diver that flies through. 

 

 Driving away from the coast we get some lovely views of a Lapwing on the machair feeding amongst the 

drifts of yellow buttercup in the fields as well a several Ringed Plover. 

 

 On the drive north to our next hotel on North Uist, an adult White-tailed Eagle is seen flying over being 

mobbed by Gulls and we also see a male Hen Harrier hunting near the road as well as getting good views  

of another four Short-eared Owls!  

 

 But the raptor excitement for the day is not quite over! As we pull up outside the hotel a huge adult White-

tailed Eagle is circling right over the hotel! This is followed seconds later by an adult Golden Eagle that flies 

over, being mobbed by a Short-eared Owl!  

 

 Later that evening a stunning male Hen Harrier flies past the hotel hunting! What an incredible place the 

Uists are! 

 

Day 5 Today dawns cloudy and breezy but brightening up from the SE. Its a day on North Uist today with  

a hunting Short-eared Owl seen before our first stop this morning overlooking a large freshwater loch.  

Here the air is full of calling and displaying waders including Redshank, Oystercatcher, Lapwing and Snipe, 

and we also get lovely close views of two Golden Plover along with Dunlin and Redshank. Out on the loch 

there are Tufted Ducks, and Sand Martins are hawking low over the loch. However the best is yet to come 

as nearby we find a totally stunning male Ruff in full breeding plumage! What an incredible looking bird! 

 

 Moving on we drive to the machair nearby overlooking a deserted beautiful sweeping bay and beach.  

Whilst here we get great views of three Corn Bunting singing and several Twite, and the sky is literally alive 

with singing Skylark. We take a little time just taking in the wonderful views in the warm sun looking out 

over the stunning turquoise sea from the dunes and some folk go for a wander along the beach as several 

Little Terns fly by just offshore. What a magic place! 

 

 We pass more waders in the fields including masses of breeding Redshank seemingly on every other fence 

post as we head for Balranald RSPB reserve and visitor centre, and drive out for some lunch overlooking the 

stunning shell sand beach of the 'Traigh Iar'. 

 

 We take in the views here during lunch, looking out to the Monarch Isles offshore as Gannets go by and get 

lovely views of the mixed flocks of Dunlin, Sanderling, Turnstone and Ringed Plover frantically feeding 

amongst the seaweed, and a lingering Great Northern Diver just offshore. 

 

 After lunch we take a walk up the road from the visitor centre and get brilliant views of two male 

Corncrakes which are ‘craking‘ very nearby. After a quiet ‘stake out’ we are rewarded as the two Corncrakes 

move out of cover with one bird even crossing the road just ahead of us! Just incredible views of these 

amazing and normally skulking birds!   

 From here we drive to a nearby tidal loch and take a walk out across the machair to the lochs edge where 

we see more Dunlin, Ringed Plover, Oystercatcher, Lapwing and displaying Redshank calling, before the 

weather finally starts to take a turn for the worse, and with the wind picking up and a steady drizzle coming 

in, we head back to base.   



 

 

Day 6 Today dawns bright and dry, but the winds are due to get strong and have already increased to gale force 

six. Oh well, undeterred by a little Hebridean weather we head south today down onto Benbecula, seeing  

a lovely male Hen Harrier hunting near the road as we travel south. Stopping at some shallow freshwater 

lochans a few Arctic Terns are over the loch, but after only a short wait a stunning female Red-necked 

Phalarope drops in onto the loch allowing us all to get some lovely views of this diminutive and rare 

breeding wader through the scopes, before it flies off over the back of the loch and out of sight. A great 

start to the day indeed!  

 

 From here we drive to the coast and stop overlooking a bay to take in the impressive views of the huge 

waves that are crashing into the rocks nearby in the ever strengthening gale, before we head down onto 

South Uist where we stop for lunch on the coast. We get some lovely views of a family of Eider Ducks, two 

females and nine ducklings which are riding out the big waves close to the road as well as Ringed Plovers 

and Oystercatchers doing their best to shelter from the gale, and we manage to use the vans as a wind 

break to sea watch from and to take in the dramatic views looking out to sea as Gannets go by riding out 

the storm and huge waves break onto the reefs and rocks just offshore.  

 

 From here we head back following the coast up onto Benbecula seeing many more Redshank, Ringed Plover 

and Lapwing with several recently fledged Lapwing and Redshank trying to get what shelter they can tucked 

into the roadside verges!  

 

 After a break out of the wild weather and a warming hot drink at a nearby hotel, we make a stop back  

at the freshwater lochans again, sadly the Phalarope fails to show this time but we do get good views  

of a smart male Gadwall and a female Red-breasted Merganser on the loch here as the wind starts to pick 

up yet again to gale force. With time getting on we make tracks back to the hotel and see another male 

Hen Harrier hunting on the way back.  A nice end to a wild day!  

 

Day 7 Today the weather is challenging to say the least with heavy rain and gales from the SW as we head out this 

morning, but it takes more than a little weather to stop Speyside Wildlife!  

 

 Our first stop is out on some local machair where the fields are alive with birds as we arrive, and using the 

vans as mobile hides to stay out of the worst of the weather we get some lovely close views of the masses 

of breeding waders that are out here. Its really great to see this many waders with chicks, and everywhere 

you look you can see Lapwing, Redshank and Oystercatchers feeding and protecting their chicks from the 

elements on this wild day. Just magic! 

 

 From here we head back towards Balranald reserve, and make a stop to get some good views of a pair  

of over summering Whooper Swans on a small loch by the road. After a quick stop to make use of the 

facilities at Balranald we drive around by the small township of Hougharry where there are many Sand 

Martins hawking low over the loch in the strong wind as well seeing flocks of Tufted Duck and a few Little 

Grebe out on the loch, with several Sanderling on the beach on the other side of the road.  

 

 Continuing on around North Uist we pass several pairs of Stonechat along the fence lines by the road  

as well as Wheatears and a Cuckoo that flies over, before we make a stop in some relative shelter 

overlooking the huge tidal bay of the Vallay Strand. 

 



 

 

 From here we have a scan out over the strand and pick out a flock of some 60 Bar-tailed Godwit in the 

scopes as well as 20-30 Knot and two Greenshank, whilst flocks of Goldcrest and several Willow Warblers 

are in the plantation pines nearby. 

 

 The weather is still pretty wet and windy so from here we head on around the coast before making a stop 

in Lochmaddy at the heritage centre and cafe where we can get out of the weather and get a hot drink, 

before making a stop on the way back to the hotel to see a local artist and potter at her studio and gallery 

at Loch Eport.  

 

Day 8 Today dawns better for weather, breezy and cloudy as we leave the hotel this morning for a travel day  

up onto Harris and Lewis for the next leg of the trip. Cutting up over the high moorland road across North 

Uist we get great close views of a Short-eared Owl hunting near to the road and also see a male and female 

Hen Harrier along with Raven, Buzzard, Kestrel and some Red Deer. 

 

 Dropping down from the moorland we head on around the coast towards Sollas and have amazing views  

as an adult White-tailed Eagle flies right over the road and the Co-op store!  Onwards towards Berneray yet 

another White-tailed Eagle, this time an immature, flies over before we cross the causeway onto Berneray, 

with time for some lunch before the ferry. On the ferry crossing to Harris the crossing is quite calm and  

we see small rafts of Black Guillemots, Razorbills and Guillemots drifting past the boat as well as Gannets, 

Shags and 12+ Red-throated Diver that fly through, before we arrive into Leverburgh on Harris and drive 

across to a have a look at the wonderful 16C medieval St Clements Church at Rodel. We see numerous 

Wheatears dotting the roadside here as well as four+ Ravens noisily calling from the hillside above the 

church before we push on up to our hotel on Lewis, seeing a Greenshank, Curlews and Oystercatchers  

on the way north as well as a Red-throated Diver on a roadside loch and passing through some wonderful 

mountainous scenery of the hills of Harris. 

 

Day 9 Starts breezy with rain showers clearing, as we head south into the hills at the southern end of Lewis today. 

We stop to take a look at a Ravens nest with several well grown chicks near the road with a couple of Snipe 

displaying overhead before we cut across into the hills where we get some fantastic views of two pairs  

of Greenshank display flighting over the moorland as well as host of other breeding waders including 

Redshank, Golden Plover, Curlew, Snipe and Dunlin. The raptor sightings here are also pretty special and  

we see no less than three adult White-tailed Eagles soaring together over a nearby ridge, as well as some 

typical small birds of the moors, Wheatear, Stonechat and Meadow Pipit. 

 

 Stopping for a hot drink break overlooking the dramatic mountains and nearby loch below us we hear  

a male Cuckoo calling from the hillside opposite as well as getting views of several more Greenshank and 

Common Sandpipers feeding at the edge of the loch. 

 

 From here we drive through the mountains of Harris, before making a stop for some lunch in Tarbet.  

Here folk have the chance for some sightseeing and to have a look around the Distillery and shop for some 

of the famous Harris Tweed, before we head for Luskentyre Beach. We take a walk out through the dunes 

and along the beautiful shell sand beach and spend some time enjoying the wonderful views looking out 

over the stunning turquoise sea, and whilst here we find a Great Northern Diver offshore, as well as getting 

lovely views of family of Wheatears in the cemetery.  

 

Day 10 With the rain forecast to arrive later in the morning, we take advantage of the fairly dry start this morning 

and drive east out of Stornoway onto the Eye peninsular and out towards Tiumpan Head.   



 

 

 Stopping to have a look out to sea from the relative shelter of the two bays either side of the road onto the 

peninsular, there are lots of Black Guillemots on the water and we find two Red-throated Divers offshore  

as well as a single Great Northern Diver. A pair of Wheatears are foraging along the top of the sea wall and 

a few Sand Martins hawk for insects as an Arctic Skua flies through out to sea. 

 

 Moving on again, as the sun comes out we take a short walk in the shelter of some plantation trees 

alongside the road seeing a good mix of small birds including Willow Warblers, Goldfinches, Greenfinches 

and Stonechats.  

 

 A Great Skua drops in onto a small loch by the road to bathe, amongst the large flocks of Greylag Geese 

before we arrive at Tiumpan Head lighthouse at the end of the road, where we take a walk up to the 

viewpoint. There are some stunning views looking offshore from up here and scanning out to sea there are 

masses of feeding seabirds to be seen, Gannets pass by and plunge dive for fish, as mixed flocks of Auks 

including a few Puffins are rafting on the sea out from the headland.  

 

 Scanning out to sea, a Harbour Porpoise surfaces briefly out from the cliffs and we get good views  

of a Minke Whale that surfaces several times as it passes the lighthouse heading north. Wheatears and Rock 

Pipits are around the cliff top and we get some amazing views of a migrant Common Swift that hawks for 

insects around the cliffs and lighthouse, sometimes flying past at knee level and only a few feet away!  

 

 With the weather closing in rapidly and rain moving in for the rest of the day, we move on seeing a Arctic 

Skua that flies over the road as we drive towards Stornoway to spend the rest of the afternoon doing some 

sightseeing and also to have a look around the Lews Castle Museum and take in the fantastic Lewis 

Chessmen.  

 

Day 11 Today we head out towards Carloway and Callanish, to explore the NW side of Lewis. 

 

 We drive out of Stornoway and up onto some high moorland which proves to be fantastic habitat for 

breeding waders, as we get lovely close views of two smart summer plumaged Golden Plover near the road 

including one with a chick, a male Hen Harrier flies through and we also get great views of a pair of Red 

Grouse as well as seeing some other typical moorland species including Wheatear, Meadow Pipit, Raven and 

Hooded Crow. 

 

 From here we head down off the moors passing a very close Common Snipe in a ditch by the road before 

arriving at the Iron Age Broch at Dun Carloway, the best preserved example of a broch in the Outer 

Hebrides and probably dating to the first century BC. The broch is amazingly well preserved with parts  

of the broch walls surviving to some nine metres high and with commanding views out to the distant hills. 

 

 From Dun Carloway our next stop is for lunch at the stunning 5,000 year old late Neolithic standing stone 

circle at Callanish. Here we take some time to take in this incredible prehistoric site, often called the 

‘Stonehenge of the North’ and wander amongst the stones. The arrangement of standing stones were 

placed in a cruciform pattern with a central stone circle and were a focus for ritual activity during the Bronze 

Age. What an incredible place!  

 

 After lunch at Callanish, we make our final stop of the day at the fascinating Gearrannan Blackhouse village, 

where we look around the preserved traditional Blackhouses and see what life was like for the crofters who 

lived there. The houses were still occupied by families of crofters as recently as 1974 until the village was 



 

 

then sadly deserted, bringing to an end a centuries old way of life, and some of the last traditional black 

houses to be inhabited in the Western isles. The village occupies a stunning position very close to the sea 

and from the beach nearby we see Gannets, Kittiwakes and Black Guillemots just offshore.  

 

Day 12 Sadly we have to leave the Outer Hebrides later today but before we do, to finish we drive to the far north 

of Lewis this morning and The Butt of Lewis. On the way we make a brief stop at Spoonis where  

a Whooper Swan is in the field nearby before taking a short walk down across the flower filled machair  

to the beautiful beach and bay at Europie. Here a small group of Great Northern Divers are offshore as well 

as some Grey Seals and small groups of Gannets are flying through, before we arrive at the Butt with its 

impressive red brick 121ft high Lighthouse. We really have reached the end of our journey! The views are 

very dramatic as we scan out from the headland seeing Black Guillemots and a constant passage of Auks and 

Gannets flying past as well as getting some lovely views of Fulmars nesting amongst the drifts of pink thrift  

as well as Shags, Rock Pipits and Wheatears. From the cliff top we take in the wonderful views looking out 

to sea, with the wild Atlantic ocean pounding into cliffs below, its a lovely way to end our journey through 

these magical islands. 

 

 From the Butt we wind our way back south in time to meet our ferry from Stornoway back to Ullapool. 

During the ferry crossing we again see a good mix of seabirds including Great Skua, Guillemots, Razorbill, 

Puffins, Kittiwakes and Manx Shearwaters. A Golden Eagle is seen soaring over the mainland as the ferry 

finally comes into Ullapool and we begin our drive back to Inverness at the end of our fantastic Odyssey  

to the Outer Hebrides! 

 

 Bird of the Trip 

 Short-eared Owl, Corncrake, Summer plumaged Ruff, Eagles 

 

 Place Of The Trip  

 Uists and Barra   

 

 Magic Moment  

 Seeing Corncrake, Golden Eagle, White-tailed Eagle and Buzzard together overhead. Very close views of 

Red Grouse, Wader chicks and summer plumaged birds 

 

 

 

 



 

 

BIRDS  

Mute Swan                                                      

Whooper Swan 

Greylag Goose 

Shelduck 

Mallard 

Gadwall 

Shoveler 

Wigeon 

Teal 

Tufted Duck 

Eider 

Mandarin Duck 

Red-breasted Merganser 

Red Grouse 

Corncrake 

Red-throated Diver 

Great Northern Diver 

Little Grebe 

Storm Petrel 

Fulmar 

Manx Shearwater 

Gannet 

Cormorant 

Shag 

Grey Heron 

White-tailed Eagle 

Golden Eagle 

Hen Harrier 

Red Kite 

Common Buzzard 

Osprey 

Kestrel 

Moorhen 

Coot 

Oystercatcher 

Ringed Plover 

Golden Plover 

Lapwing 

Knot 

Sanderling 

Turnstone 

Dunlin 

Curlew Sandpiper  

Common Sandpiper 

Common Redshank 

Greenshank 

 

Bar-tailed Godwit 

Curlew  

Whimbrel 

Common Snipe 

Red-necked Phalarope 

Ruff 

Great Skua 

Arctic Skua 

Black-headed Gull 

Common Gull 

Herring Gull 

Great Black-backed Gull 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 

Kittiwake 

Little Tern 

Common Tern  

Arctic Tern 

Puffin 

Black Guillemot 

Guillemot 

Razorbill 

Woodpigeon 

Rock Dove 

Collared Dove 

Cuckoo 

Short-eared Owl 

Swift 

Skylark 

Sand Martin 

House Martin 

Swallow 

Rock Pipit 

Meadow Pipit 

Pied Wagtail 

Grey Wagtail 

Dunnock 

Robin 

Wheatear 

Stonechat 

Song Thrush 

Blackbird 

Common Whitethroat 

Sedge Warbler 

Willow Warbler 

Goldcrest 

Wren 



 

 

Coal Tit 

Blue Tit 

Great Tit 

Jackdaw 

Rook 

Hooded Crow 

Raven 

Starling 

House Sparrow 

Chaffinch 

Linnet 

Twite 

Redpoll sp 

Greenfinch 

Goldfinch  

Siskin 

Reed Bunting 

Corn Bunting 

 

MAMMALS 

Hedgehog (Dead) 

Otter 

Rabbit 

Red Deer 

Grey Seal 

Common Seal 

Harbour Porpoise 

Minke Whale 

Common Dolphin 

Risso’s Dolphin  

Basking Shark 

 

BUTTERFLIES/INVERTS 

Green veined White 

Common Blue 

Large White 

Red Admiral 

 


